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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP1895144A1] The invention relates to a method for estimating a leakage area in a vehicle tank assembly (10). The tank assembly (10)
comprises a tank (12), a gas pump (26) in fluid communication with the rest of the tank assembly (10) and means (30) for determining a pressure
in the tank assembly (10) and a gas mass flow through the gas pump (26). The method comprises the step of varying the pressure in the tank
assembly (10) by applying the gas mass flow through the gas pump (26) during an area estimation time period. According to the invention, the
method further comprises the steps of: - for each of a plurality of time instants during the area estimation time period, establishing an instantaneous
gas mass flow relation of the gas in the tank assembly (10) in which relation the leakage area is an unknown parameter; and - estimating the
leakage area by utilizing the instantaneous gas mass flow relations.
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