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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2006090156A1] A removable post has an elongated main body (1) having a cylindrical aperture extending from at least one end (2)
thereof, in which is concentrically mounted a shaft (3) so as to be axially movable relative to said main body (1) between a first extended position
and a second partially retracted position. The shaft has two arcuate projections (20a, 20b) provided on its end (3b), the projections (20a, 20b)
being separated from each other in the circumferential direction by two axial slots (21a, 21b). Each slot (20a, 21b) is intersected by an associated
locking slot (22a, 22b) which forms a first part of a bayonet coupling. The shaft (3) further includes a load plate (9) which is axially spaced apart
from said projections and a longitudinally extending slot (6) which extends from the load plate (9) towards the projections (20a, 20b). An actuating
pin (8) extends through the main body (1) and engages in said slot (6), which pin (8) has a cam surface (8b) formed on it which is engaged by said
flange such that, upon rotation of the pin, the flange is moved axially relative to the centre of the pin, thereby causing the shaft to move between
its extended and partially retracted positions. The projections (20a, 20b) engage through arcuate openings (31a, 31b) formed in an anchor plate
(30), radially extending spacing tabs (32a, 32b) which separate the openings engaging in the axial slots (21a, 21b) and moving into the locking slots
(22a, 22b) upon rotation of the post, retraction of the shaft (3) trapping the tabs (32a, 32b) in the locking slots (22a, 22b) so as to lock the post in the
anchor.
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