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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2008027940A1] A spinal rod assembly may be formed by attaching an extension portion onto a spinal rod (R) that extends along a
longitudinal axis. The extension portion may include a rod coupler (22) that attaches to the spinal rod with a first coupling (26) that includes a first
degree of rotational freedom and a first degree of translational freedom in positioning the rod coupler relative to the spinal rod along the longitudinal
axis. The extension portion may further include an extender rod (24) including an elongated rod body that may be secured to the rod coupler using a
second coupling (38) that includes at least a second degree of rotational freedom in positioning the extender rod relative to the rod coupler about an
axis substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis. The extension portion accepts a spinal rod laterally and may therefore be assembled in situ
to a spinal rod that has been previously secured to vertebral bodies in a patient.
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