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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2008037290A1] The present invention relates to a circuit arrangement for starting a discharge lamp (20) with a driving apparatus,
at whose output a drive signal with a predeterminable frequency can be provided; an inverter (14), which is coupled to the output of the drive
apparatus and at whose output a square-wave signal with a predeterminable duty factor can be provided; a load circuit (16), which is coupled to the
output of the inverter (14) and has at least one connection for the discharge lamp (20); a first control loop (R<SUB>i</SUB>) with a first reference
variable, a first manipulated variable and a first controlled variable, wherein the first control loop (R<SUB>i</SUB>) has a first time constant; a
second control loop (R<SUB>a</SUB>) with a second reference variable, an auxiliary manipulated variable and a second controlled variable,
wherein the second control loop (R<SUB>a</SUB>) has a second time constant; wherein the auxiliary manipulated variable of the second control
loop (R<SUB>a</SUB>) represents the first reference variable of the first control loop (R<SUB>i</SUB>), and the first time constant is smaller than
the second time constant at least by a factor of 10, and wherein the first manipulated variable represents the duty factor of the output signal of the
inverter (14). The invention furthermore relates to a method for starting a discharge lamp (20) using such a circuit arrangement.
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