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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2008089839A1] When operating a discharge lamp, an ignition burst should be generated safely independently of tolerances of the load
circuit components. For this purpose, a circuit arrangement having a freely oscillating half-bridge inverter is provided for operating gas discharge
lamps. The activation of the half-bridge switch is enabled only during an on time by means of a stop device. The oscillating frequency of the half-
bridge inverter can be adjusted by the duration of the on time. The circuit arrangement is characterized in that through flow control an on time
(t<SUB>on</SUB>) is initially determined during the preheating time of the electrodes of the lamps by means of a timer, the on time being shorter
than a quarter of the period duration of the resonance frequency of the reactance network, and that this on time is continuously increased after
the preheating time of the electrodes of the lamps, until it corresponds to at least a quarter of the period duration of the resonance frequency of a
reactance network of the load circuit.
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