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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2009036484A1] A collapsible air freight container (10) also known as a unit load device, comprises a standard base (12), commonly
used on unit load devices, a side panel (16) slideably hinged to the base and a back panel (18) which is hinged to the base which interlocks with the
side panel. There is a side extension (20) which is generally trapezoidal to roughly conform to the shape of a side wall of a plane's cargo hold. The
side extension (20) includes a frame which (22) is hinged to the base and two trapezoidal (front and rear) panel extensions (24, 26) hinged to the
frame. The side extension (20) is completed by a lid (28) and side wall panel (32) connected together by a hinge (34) with the lid (28) being hinged
to a top of the frame, and by a sloping bottom panel (36) and relatively short side wall panel (40) hingedly connected to each other with the bottom
panel (36) also being hinged to a bottom member of the frame. A lid is slideably mounted on top of the container so that it can be slid relative to the
back panel. The lid is arranged so that when fully retracted to the back of the container relative to the back panel, it may pivot to overlay the back
panel. As is typical of unit load devices the front of the container is open but may be covered by a flexible curtain or the like. The container may be
collapsed by retracting and pivoting the lid to overly the back panel (18), folding the side extension (20) within the frame (22), folding and sliding the
side panel (16) into the base (12) and lowering the folded side extension (20) and then the back panel (18) and lid (40) into the base.
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