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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2009132621A1] A device (1, 29) and a method for storing data elements (6, 14, 17, 37, 39, 45, 48, 51) of specific attributes and
accessing the stored data elements (6, 14, 17, 37, 39, 45, 48, 51) are described. Said device (1, 29) and method prevent stored data from being lost
during overwriting and allow stored data elements to be overwritten in a more flexible manner. The device (1, 29) is designed to store data elements
(6, 14, 17, 37, 39, 45, 48, 51) while assigning a respective validity period (9, 15, 18, 47, 49, 52). In case a first data element (6, 14, 17, 37, 39,
45, 48, 51) of a predefined attribute to which a first validity period (9, 15, 18, 47, 49, 52) is assigned is overwritten by a second data element (6,
14, 17, 37, 39, 45, 48, 51) of the predefined attribute, a second validity period (9, 15, 18, 47, 49, 52) which is shorter than the first validity period
(9, 15, 18, 47, 49, 52) is assigned to the second data element (6, 14, 17, 37, 39, 45, 48, 51), and the second data element (6, 14, 17, 37, 39, 45,
48, 51) is stored while the first data element (6, 14, 17, 37, 39, 45, 48, 51) remains stored. Data elements (6, 14, 17, 37, 39, 45, 48, 51) of the
predefined attribute can be accessed by defining a reference period; during said access, of all stored data elements (6, 14, 17, 37, 39, 45, 48, 51)
of the predefined attribute to which a longer validity period (9, 15, 18, 47, 49, 52) than the reference period has been assigned, the one with the
shortest validity period (9, 15, 18, 47, 49, 52) is read. If a shorter validity period than the reference period is assigned to all stored data elements (6,
14, 17, 37, 39, 45, 48, 51) of the predefined attribute, the device does not read a data element (6, 14, 17, 37, 39, 45, 48, 51).
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