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Abstract (en)
A preheat cycle control circuit and method for a fluorescent lamp drive circuit is presented, the fluorescent lamp drive circuit having a low-side
switching element and high-side switching element connected in series, a controller adapted to switch the switching elements on and off alternately
at a frequency of operation, and a sweep capacitance adapted to control the frequency of operation of the controller. The preheat cycle control circuit
comprises an integrator circuit adapted to regulate a current through the low-side switching element; and a switch operable to connect the integrator
circuit to the controller in a first configuration and to connect the sweep capacitor to the controller in a second configuration.
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