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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP2290304A1] Provided is an air conditioner capable of improving a COP in simultaneous heating and cooling operation. The air conditioner
is an air conditioning system in which an outdoor unit (100) and a plurality of indoor units (301 to 303) are connected through a branch controller
(200), and a supercritical fluid is used, to thereby establish a single refrigerating cycle. The outdoor unit (100) and the branch controller (200) are
connected through two pipes of a high-pressure pipe (400) and a low-pressure pipe (500). The branch controller (200) and each of the plurality
of indoor units (301 to 303) are connected through two pipes of a high-pressure pipe (700) and a low-pressure pipe (800). The branch controller
(200) includes a double-pipe heat exchanger (240) for heat exchange between a medium-pressure two-phase refrigerant and a low-pressure two-
phase refrigerant. The medium-pressure two-phase refrigerant is relatively high in temperature and flows into the double-pipe heat exchanger
after branching a refrigerant flowing from the outdoor unit toward the plurality of indoor units, and joining together a refrigerant decompressed by
a first expansion valve (211) and a refrigerant flowing from the plurality of indoor units. The low-pressure two-phase refrigerant is relatively low in
temperature and flows out of the double-pipe heat exchanger toward the outdoor unit after branching a refrigerant flowing out of the double-pipe heat
exchanger toward the plurality of indoor units, and decompressing a part of the branched refrigerant by a second expansion valve (212).
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