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Abstract (en)
A footwear construction including a barrier clement that restricts the transfer of water into the footwear. The footwear can include an upper joined
with a sole, with at least one of the upper and sole defining a channel that allows air to circulate to the upper. The barrier element can be located in
the channel, and can include a phase change material that swells to close the channel when subjected to water. The barrier element can act as a
valve to restrict the flow of water into the upper through the channel when subjected to water. The barrier element can be water absorbing polymer
included in a non-woven sheet. When dry, the barrier element can allow air to pass through the channel and circulate to an interior of the upper. The
barrier element can be wetted and dried repeatedly, yet still function to restrict water flow into the footwear.
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