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Abstract (en)

According to the present invention there is provided a process for reducing the concentration of one or more aromatic compounds in a feedstock
comprising one or more aromatic compounds and one or more olefinic compounds, which process comprises contacting the feedstock with an ionic
liquid comprising an anionic component and a cationic component to produce a product with a higher mole ratio of olefinic compounds to aromatic
compounds than the feedstock, and an ionic liquid phase with a lower mole ratio of olefinic compounds to aromatic compounds than the feedstock,
wherein the surface charge profile of the cationic component has a maximum value at a charge density value (A) in the range -0.0085 < A < -0.0040
e/A 2, and wherein from 25% to 65% of the molecular surface area of the anionic component has a charge density value (A) in the range -0.0085 <
A < +0.0085 e/A 2 , where e represents the charge of an electron.
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