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Abstract (en)
A hydraulic system is described having a spool valve (10) with two output ports connectible to opposite sides of a hydraulic load and three input
ports which include a supply port (PC) connectable to a pressure supply line, a return port (R) connectable to a return line having resistance (38)
to flow and a pressure sensing port (PLS) connectable to a sensing line. In each position of the valve spool (10) in which the supply port (PC)
communicates with one side of the load and the return port communicates with the other side of the load, a throttle is provided in the spool valve
within the passage communicating with the supply port, the downstream side of the throttle being connected to the pressure sensing port (PLS). In
the invention, a low resistance discharge path (22) is provided between at least one of the output ports (B) and the reservoir, the discharge path (22)
including a normally closed valve (24) that opens automatically when the pressure difference between the sensing port (PLS) and the output port (B)
exceeds a predetermined level.
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