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Abstract (en)
A vending machine (1) for flexible products, particularly of the type of clothes and textile items in general, comprising a box-like containment
structure (2); at least one station (3) for dispensing a picked-up product (P'), which is associated with the box-like structure (2) and can be accessed
from the outside; at least one compartment (8), which is arranged within the box-like structure (2) to accommodate a plurality of products (P) which
are mutually homogeneous and are arranged on top of each other so as to form at least one stack; and at least one assembly (11) for picking up
and transferring the product (P') arranged on top of the stack toward the dispensing station (3), that is provided with suction means (12) for lifting
the product (P') to be picked up. The invention is characterized in that the pickup and transfer assembly (11) comprises at least one pair of elements
(13) for gripping the product (P') to be picked up, an upper one (13a) and a lower one (13b), and at least one (13a) of the two is movable toward and
away from the other one (13b), alternately, for fastening and releasing the product (P') to be picked up, and means (14) for moving the grip elements
(13) with an alternating translational motion along at least one vertical axis (Z) and at least one first horizontal axis (X) in the direction toward and
away from the stack, the suction means (12) being adapted to lift a flap of the product (P') to be picked up so as to allow, in the pickup configuration,
the approach of the grip elements (13) to the product (P') to be picked up along the first horizontal axis (X) and the positioning of the grip elements
(13) on opposite sides of the flap for the fastening and transfer of the product retained between the grip elements (13) at the dispensing station (3).
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