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Abstract (en)
[origin: GB2469648A] A traffic counting device comprises a housing (10), a power supply (40), a vehicle sensor (60), a data storage device (50), a
wireless receiver (34), and a wireless transmitter (32). The housing will preferably be disposed in a road surface and may resemble a conventional
road stud. The power supply may be a battery (42) chargeable by a solar cell (46). The vehicle sensor (60) is disposed within the housing and is
operable to sense the passage of vehicles along the road surface and may be a magnetometer. An environmental sensor, such as a temperature
sensor (70) may also be used to calibrate the magnetometer. The data storage device is operable to store sensed vehicle data. Preferably, the
storage device may be a non volatile memory with the capacity to store several months of data. A radio clock such as a GPS receiver (80) may be
used to associate a time with the sensed data. The wireless receiver (34) is operable to listen for the presence of a nearby external communication
device and transmit using the transmitter (32) at least a portion of the stored vehicle data in response to a data request from a nearby external
communication device. A corresponding method of collecting traffic data using a traffic counting device disposed in the road surface is also
described.
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