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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP2434026A1] In a continuous annealing furnace 10, a subject material 1 introduced through an inlet sealing portion 11 is continuously
transported from a heating zone 12 to cooling zones 13a to 13c in the hydrogen-gas containing ambient gas so as to anneal the subject material
by indirectly heating the subject material in the heating zone 12 followed by cooling the subject material in the cooling zones. The resultant subject
material is discharged from the continuous annealing furnace through an outlet sealing portion 16. The continuous annealing furnace 10 is provided
with an ambient gas feeder 20 for feeding the ambient gas into the continuous annealing furnace 10, a guide duct 33 for introducing the excess
ambient gas from the continuous annealing furnace into a combustion portion of the heating zone and an ambient-gas control unit 30 for controlling
the introduction of the excess ambient gas through the guide duct into a combustion portion of the heating zone.
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