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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2011036189A2] The invention relates to processes for the low-cost production of glycols from esters of hydroxycarboxylic acids. The
esters of hydroxycarboxylic acids and hydrogen in gas phase are contacted with the catalyst which contains hydroxysilicate of copper or reduced
hydroxysilicate of copper. The reduced hydrosilicate of copper contains metallic copper nanoparticles decorated by amorphous oxyhydroxide of
silicon. Such decorated copper nanoparticles have advantageous activity and selectivity in catalytic hydrogenation of hydroxycarboxylic acid esters
to glycols.
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