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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2011066665A1] The invention relates to a device and a method for rearranging flexible flat items (1), in particular printed products,
which are delivered continuously in a delivery flow (S1, S2, S3), relative to the delivery direction (F1, F2, F3) of the delivery flow (S1, S2, S3).
The items are delivered in an incoming delivery flow (S1) in a first delivery direction (F1) and with substantially identical orientation of the surface
normals (N1) thereof, and in a predetermined cycle, to a diverting region (101). There, the delivery in the first delivery direction (F1) is ended and the
individual items (1) are accelerated in a second delivery direction (F2), which is perpendicular to the first delivery direction (F1) and to the orientation
of the surface normals (N1) in the incoming delivery flow (S1), by an acceleration element (130) which acts on the items (1) in the diverting region
in a predetermined cycle. The delivery flow (S2) moving in the second delivery direction (F2) is subsequently diverted. After exiting the diverting
region (101), the items (1) are conveyed onward in an outgoing delivery flow (S3) in a third delivery direction (F3) which is perpendicular to the first
delivery direction (F1) and which encloses a non-zero angle with the second delivery direction (F2). The surface normals (N1, N2, N3) of the items
(1) are aligned substantially perpendicular to the present delivery direction at all times. The invention has the advantage that a rearrangement of
the items within the delivery flow and a simultaneous change of the delivery direction can be attained in a very small space without the continuous
conveyance being interrupted. This is of interest in particular in conjunction with an upstream folding process.
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