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Abstract (en)
The invention relates to aqueous co-polymers, which are based on ethylenically unsaturated polysaccharide derivatives co-polymerized with
±,²-ethylenically unsaturated carboxylic acids and hydrophobic monomers. Ethylenically unsaturated polysaccharides of the invention are
preferably starch derivatives comprising covalently bound co-polymerizable groups. The co-polymers are at least partially water insoluble at acidic
conditions and thereby have relatively low viscosities. In alkaline or neutral conditions the co-polymers dissolve activating the thickening effect. The
carbohydrate based co-polymers of the invention are applicable as thickeners and rheology modifiers in various applications such as paper coatings.
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