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Abstract (en)

[origin: EP2541027A2] A diagnostic method and system is described for diagnosing an operating condition of a conductive particulate matter sensor.
The sensor has a substrate with electrical resistance that varies with temperature and two electrodes on the substrate adapted to collect particulate
matter between the electrodes, thereby establishing an electrically conductive path through collected particulate matter between the electrodes that
can be detected by measuring electrical resistance between the electrodes, R elect . The diagnosis is performed by heating the substrate in the area
between the electrodes and using the resistance between the electrodes to determine detecting whether contamination is present on the surface of
the sensor. Heat may be maintained on the sensor to attempt to bum off a detected contaminant, and a subsequent resistance reading may be used
to determine if the contaminant was successfully burned off.
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