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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2011159149A1] An annealing installation for the continuous annealing of metal strip guided through the installation, comprising an
entrance chute 2, a first top roller chamber 3, a heating station 4, 5, 6, a cooling station 7, 8, a second top roller chamber 9 and a discharge chute
10 together delimiting an M-shaped meandering tunnel with four legs connected with each other via the two top roller chambers and a lower turning
section. The entrance chute extends along the first one of the legs, the heating and the cooling stations extend along the second one of the legs, the
lower turning section and the third one of the legs, and the discharge chute extends along the fourth one of the legs. Strip feeding and discharging
means are provided for continuously guiding the strip as a free-hanging loop between the two top roller chambers through the heating and cooling
stations during a process of annealing.
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