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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2012031740A1] The present invention relates to a drive (2), in particular for a watercraft (22), having at least one energy apparatus (4), in
particular an internal combustion engine or electrical machine, which can be driven as a motor or generator, and having at least one thrust apparatus
(6), which produces forward thrust, or at least one thrust apparatus (6) by means of which a forward thrust can be produced, which has at least
one first centrifugal machine (8), by means of which swirl can be applied to an axial incident flow associated therewith and can be deflected as a
first outlet flow in a first outlet-flow direction (12), and at least one second centrifugal machine (10), by means of which swirl can be applied to an
axial incident flow associated therewith and and can be deflected as a second outlet flow in a second outlet-flow direction (14), wherein a plurality
of centrifugal machines (8, 10), in particular at least two centrifugal machines (8, 10), thereof are associated with at least one energy apparatus (4)
or in each case one centrifugal machine (8, 10) is associated with a dedicated energy apparatus (4). It is distinguished in that the first and second
centrifugal machines (8, 10) can be operated in opposite senses, in that, in the case of the at least one thrust apparatus (6), at least one of the at
least one first centrifugal machine (8) and at least one of the at least one second centrifugal machine (10) are at a distance from one another, with
respect to their rotation axes, and in that, when the first and second centrifugal machines are operated in opposite senses, additional forward thrust
can be or is obtained from the swirl.
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