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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2012038227A1] The switch is used for interruption of large currents and contains a housing (10) filled with insulating gas, a contact
arrangement which is arranged in the housing (10) and has two switching pieces (20, 30), which can move relative to one another along an axis
(A) and each have a rated current contact (22, 32) and an arcing contact (21, 31) as well as containing a drive (D), which acts on a first (10) of the
two switching pieces. The switch furthermore contains an apparatus (M), which is used for detection and indication of the contact wear, caused
by the arc effect, of the two arcing contacts (21, 31), and has an indication (70) arranged outside the housing (10). In the case of this switch the
remaining life, which is governed by the contact wear of the arcing contacts (21, 31), is detected and indicated by simple mechanical means. This
is achieved, when the contact arrangement is closed, by the two arcing contacts (21, 31) abuting against one another head-to-head at a respective
free end, forming an abutment point (S), by the arcing contact (31) of the second switching piece (30) being mounted such that it can be moved
axially against the influence of a preloaded spring (33) and being fitted with an axially aligned operating member (50) at the end thereof averted from
the abutment point (S), and by the detection and indication apparatus (M) having a transmission (60), which is passed in a gas-tight manner through
the housing (10) and has a drive element (63) which is coupled to the operating member (50).
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