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Abstract (en)
[origin: CA2816761A1] The invention relates to a method and an apparatus for sealing a well (1). An extensible sealing member (6) is introduced
into the well, and the diameter thereof is extended for sealing purposes. According to the invention, the sealing member is guided at least in part out
of the lower end of the well and is extended in the underground chamber (3) below the well, and an axial sealing face (13) of the sealing member
is guided from below against the ceiling (12) of the underground chamber, said ceiling (12) surrounding the well. To this end, the sealing member
of the disclosed apparatus has an axial sealing face in an extensible section, the diameter of said sealing face being significantly larger than the
diameter of the well in the extended state of the sealing member. A reversible feeding drive is provided in order to be able to pull back the sealing
member after extending the same in the underground chamber and pull the axial sealing face of the sealing member against the ceiling of the
chamber. The fact that the well is sealed from below and the sealing member is supported on the ceiling of the chamber eliminates the risk of leaks
caused by blowouts in the well and solves the problem of axially securing the sealing member. In addition, the sealing force and pressure causing
the sealing seat automatically increase as the pressure in the underground chamber rises since the liquid and/or gas pressure in the underground
chamber is/are used to press the sealing member sitting over the lower mouth of the well against the ceiling of the chamber.
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