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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2012080347A2] The invention relates to a method for operating a soot sensor in the exhaust gas tract of an internal combustion engine.
Said soot sensor comprises an inter-digital electrode structure to which a measurement voltage is applied. Soot particles from the exhaust gas flow
deposit themselves on the inter-digital electrode structure and the measuring current flowing over the soot particles and the inter-digital electrode
structure is evaluated as a measurement for the soot concentration of the soot sensor. Said soot sensor comprises a heating element for burning
clean the inter-digital electrode structure. The aim of the invention is to provide a method for operating a soot sensor which has good measurement
results, said soot sensor should have the shortest possible idle time. To this end, a point in time for burning clean the soot sensor is determined in
accordance with the operational state of the internal combustion engine and then, the burning clean of the inter-digital electrode structure starts by
heating the soot sensor by means of the heating element.
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