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Abstract (en)
An apparatus (1) for filling containers (8) with rod-shaped articles (2) comprises a hopper (3) for feeding the articles (2), having at least one mouth
(4) for dispensing the articles (2) through a respective lower end, a conveyor (9) located in the vicinity of the dispensing mouth (4) and supporting
a plurality of containers (8) designed to receive inside the superposed layers (12) of articles (2), and extractor elements (11) for removing in
succession the layers (12) of articles (2) from an unloading zone of each dispensing mouth (4) and inserting them inside containers (8) carried by
the conveyor (9), the extractor elements (11) comprise, for each dispensing mouth (4), a supporting element (13) positioned below the unloading
zone of the dispensing mouth (4) and designed to receive from above and to hold a layer (12) of articles (2), being equipped with motor means (13')
for moving the supporting element (13) away from the unloading zone after receiving one layer (12) of articles (2); and the extractor means (11) also
comprise, for each dispensing mouth (4), a pick-up element (20) designed to pick up from above and to hold a layer (12) of articles (2) supported by
a supporting element (13) moved away from the unloading zone, being provided with an actuating device (17) for moving the pick-up element (20)
above a container (8) carried by the conveyor (9), with subsequent release of the relative layer (12) of articles (2) inside the container (8). [ Figure 1 ]
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