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Abstract (en)
Method for controlling surface porosity of a metal material (210), wherein the metal material is first heat treated under an oxidizing atmosphere,
so that metal oxide is formed in the metal material, after which the metal material is held under a reducing atmosphere, so that the said oxide is at
least partly reduced whereby pores are formed in the metal material. The invention is characterized in that the metal material is brought through,
firstly, an annealing device (205a), in which the said heat treatment at least partly takes place and in which the metal material is subjected to the
oxidizing atmosphere, and, secondly, a reduction device (205b) in which the metal material is subjected to the said reducing atmosphere, in that the
metal material is not subjected to another atmosphere, apart from said oxidizing and said reducing atmospheres, between the oxidizing and reducing
atmospheres, and in that gaseous H 2 O is caused to be present in a downstream section (211) of the annealing device through which the metal
material is conveyed before reaching the reduction device.
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