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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2013030286A1] An apparatus is provided for breaking down cigarettes to separate the filter portion from the tobacco portion. The
apparatus includes a conveying duct (2) that conveys cigarettes in an orientation such that the longitudinal axes of the cigarettes and the conveying
duct are substantially in alignment; cigarette - accommodating means (11) comprising at least one channel, the channel being configured to
accommodate a cigarette, such that the longitudinal axes of the cigarette and the channel are substantially in alignment; and means for lining up
the channel with the conveying duct, to allow a cigarette to be delivered from the conveying duct to the channel. The apparatus further includes
a stopping surface (14) adjacent to the cigarette - accommodating means, the stopping surface being arranged to support a cigarette such that
the cigarette remains partly accommodated within the channel. The stopping surface (14) is positioned such that when the cigarette is partly
accommodated within the channel and supported against the stopping surface, the filter portion of the cigarette protrudes from the cigarette -
accommodating means. The apparatus further includes separation means (21) for separating the protruding filter portion from the tobacco portion.
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