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Abstract (en)
A coin checking apparatus (2, 24, 34, 48, 56) comprises a coin path (4) and an optical sensor (8). The optical sensor (8) comprises a laser diode
(10) configured to emit light, an optical guide (14) configured to direct the light from the laser diode (10) to the coin path (4), and a photodetector
(12) configured to detect light from the laser diode (10) that is reflected by the coin (6) and returned along the optical guide (14). The laser diode
(10) and the photodetector (14) are provided within a single package. The apparatus (2, 24, 34, 48, 56) can also include an array of photodetectors
(22) arranged to detect light emitted by the laser diode (10) that has passed through the coin path (4) without being interrupted by the coin (6).
A processing device (20) analyses an output of the optical sensor (8) and may determine a fingerprint of the coin (6). Based on this output the
processing device may identify the coin (6) and/or determine if the coin (6) is genuine or fake.
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