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Abstract (en)
[origin: GB2508377A] A fraud prevention apparatus 1 for a coin payout unit 2 comprises a sensor 3a, 3b comprising an electrical oscillator for
detecting coins in a coin outlet path 5 and one or more controllers configured to cause an expected change in the oscillating frequency of the sensor
and to verify that the oscillating frequency has changed as expected. The controller may cause the expected change in the oscillating frequency
by altering a property of an oscillator circuit in the sensor. An expected change could also be caused by altering a component configuration of the
sensor. Timing elements may be altered, circuit components may be added to or removed from the sensor circuit or operation of circuit components
may be varied. The controller is configured to verify that the oscillating frequency has changed as expected by determining an actual oscillating
frequency of the sensor and comparing the actual frequency with an expected frequency. The invention is used to detect whether a fraudster has
attempt to blind a coin sensor in the coin outlet of the apparatus and so cause the apparatus to release coins to the outlet because the sensor does
not detect that coins have actually been dispensed.
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