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Abstract (en)

Apparatus (10) for warning an aircraft comprises a warning system (16), storage means (14) storing a database of ship identities and corresponding
height data, and a ship position receiver (12). An Automatic Identification System (AIS) signal (22) emitted from a ship (20) carries information
corresponding to the identity and the position of the ship. If the ship lies on, or within a pre-determined vicinity of, the horizontal trajectory of the
aircraft, the warning system uses the ship's identity derived from the AIS signal to look up the height of the ship in the database. If the altitude

of the aircraft does not exceed the height of the ship by more than a pre-determined value, the warning system generates a warning signal. The
apparatus allows a commercial AIS signal to be used to warn an aircraft of a ship, but avoids false alarms in the event that the altitude of the aircraft

significantly exceeds the height of the ship.
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