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Abstract (en)
There is provided a generator power switching apparatus for switching an AC current. The generator power switching apparatus comprises a first
switching assembly (12) connected between first and second terminals (10), each terminal (10) being connectable to an electrical network (22),
the first switching assembly (12) including: a vacuum interrupter assembly including at least one vacuum interrupter (26); an electrical device
(28) coupled with the vacuum interrupter assembly; and a control unit (16) configured to control the electrical device (28) to create a voltage that
increases a voltage drop across the first switching assembly (12), wherein the generator power switching apparatus further includes a current
flow path (14) connected between the first and second terminals (10), the current flow path (14) including a mechanical switch (52) operable to
selectively open and close the current flow path (14), the current flow path (14) when closed permitting at least part of a current flowing between
the first and second terminals (10) to flow through the current flow path (14) and thereby bypass the electrical device (28), the current flow path (14)
when opened inhibiting a current flowing between the first and second terminals (10) from flowing through the current flow path (14).
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