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Abstract (en)
A washing machine has a control system, a treatment tub (3) with a discharge opening (12), a washing-agent dispenser device, an arrangement for
loading liquid into the tub (3), a discharge duct (14) having an inlet connected to the discharge opening (12) of the tub (3),and a pump (16) along the
discharge duct (14). The discharge duct (14) has a substantially S-shaped development, with a lower transition region (14a) and an upper transition
region (14b), the transition regions (14a, 14b) being in an intermediate position with respect to the inlet and to an outlet of the discharge duct (14).
One of the discharge duct (14) and the tub (3) has a valve arrangement (17) that includes a buoyant body (17a) and that is operative substantially at
the discharge outlet (12) of the tub (3). The control system (6) is pre-arranged for controlling activation of the pump (17) in the course of a process of
loading of liquid (W) into the tub (3), and the valve arrangement (17) is pre-arranged for preventing outflow of liquid from the discharge opening (12)
of the tub (3) when the level of the liquid (W) in the discharge duct (14) is at a height that is greater than the level of the liquid (W) in the tub (3) and
that is comprised between the lower transition region (14a) and the upper transition region (14b). In the lower transition region (14a), branching off
upwards from the discharge duct (14) is an auxiliary duct (20) that is closed at its upper end (20a).
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