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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2015055471A1] The invention relates to a method for forming an extrusion-foamed plastic layer, wherein the plastic layer is first tempered
in order to be at least partially plastically deformable. Vacuum is then exerted on the plastic layer and pulls apart in the thickness direction in terms
of a plastic deformation. In addition to the exerting of vacuum, the plastic layer is optionally pressed to a desired thickness or optionally introduced
into a mold. The preceding exerting of vacuum achieves a greater cell size homogeneity and the plastic layer according to the invention thus has
a constant thickness after the pressing. The invention further relates to an aftertreatment device for carrying out the method. Said device first
comprises a temperature control device (10) or temperature control zone for temperature control. At least one pair of opposing vacuum surfaces
follow in the conveying direction (6), by means of which the plastic layer is pulled apart in the thickness direction. One or a plurality of pairs of
opposing pressing surfaces for pressing the plastic layer optionally follow. The plastic layer (2) is then optionally cooled, such as by a liquid stream
or by cooled rollers (40), preferably arranged in pairs, and/or the plastic layer can optionally be processed further in a finishing unit (50).
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