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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP3148113A1] The present invention discloses a multicast method, apparatus, and system for a software-defined network, where the
method includes: creating, by a multicast sending device, a multicast group; managing, by the multicast sending device, a member of the multicast
group; and completing, by a multicast routing tree management service module disposed on the multicast sending device or on a software-defined
network SDN controller, planning of a multicast routing tree, and converting the planning of the multicast routing tree into a flow entry modification
instruction that can be executed by the SDN controller, so that the SDN controller executes the flow entry modification instruction and instructs an
SDN switch by using a southbound application programming interface API to execute, according to a modified flow entry, a multicast task. According
to embodiments of the present invention, multicast is completed by means of mutual cooperation between the multicast sending device and the SDN
network, which greatly reduces complexity of multicast configuration, and can also reduce network construction costs.
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