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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2016087833A1] The present invention concerns the field of vacuum cleaning, and relates in particular to appliances or vacuum cleaners
in which an air bleed valve may be provided which permits the suction provided at a cleaning tool nozzle or work head to be reduced. The invention
provides an appliance including a vacuum suction cleaner for lifting and collecting matter from surfaces, wherein at least one air-bleed orifice is
provided in a wall portion of the appliance which separates an internal region of the appliance which is subject to vacuum suction from an external
region which remains at ambient pressure, the orifice providing air bypass communication between said external and internal regions so as to
reduce suction at the nozzle or work head. An air-permeable porous material is disposed so as to obturate the orifice, which porous material
permits the passage of bypass air through the orifice but restricts the airflow rate therethrough. The porous material is preferably an open cell foam
membrane. In some embodiments the orifice is provided in a vacuum cleaner wand tube which serves as a vacuum conduit between the nozzle
or work head and a vacuum cleaner body in which the suction motor is provided. A rotatable or axially sliding traveler member carries the foam
membrane. In another embodiment the orifice is provided through a wall portion of a vacuum collection chamber of the vacuum cleaner, in which
chamber detritus is collected.
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