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Abstract (en)
In a method for determining a defect in a spark plug (12) associated with a cylinder (26) of a spark-ignited internal combustion engine (10), an
ignition delay from starting a supply of current to a primary winding (16) of an ignition coil (14) associated with the spark plug (12) to reaching a
maximum value of the supplied current is determined. When the ignition delay is above a threshold defined in advance for the spark plug (12), it is
determined that the spark plug (12) is defective or approaches the end of its service life and should be replaced. A corresponding indication is output
to an operator of the internal combustion engine (10) to allow for scheduling a downtime of the engine for exchanging the spark plug (12).
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