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Abstract (en)
[origin: US2018095138A1] An automated tool control system provides both inventory control of items stored in the system and monitoring of the
charging status of rechargeable inventory items such as tools and batteries stored in the system. For these purposes, the tool control system
includes storage locations for storing tools and other inventory items, and the storage locations include at least one storage location located in a
charger operative to charge a rechargeable tool, battery, or battery pack disposed therein. In operation, the tool control system may monitor the
charging status of any tool, battery, or battery pack disposed in the storage location of the charger through monitoring of battery status indicators
of the tool, battery, battery pack, or charger; through monitoring of current or voltage drawn by the tool, battery, battery pack, or charger; or through
wired or wireless communication with a communication enabled tool, battery, battery pack, or charger.
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