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Abstract (en)
Apparatus for the manipulation of envelopes (4) having an opening (48) delimited by two free edges (19', 19"), comprising:- a first device (6) which
is provided at a first station (33) and which comprises:- a gripping member (8) configured to grasp and hold, at one of said two free edges, a portion
(17') of an envelope when it is arranged substantially horizontally,- means (32) for moving said gripping member (8) to open up said opening (48),-
a pick-up and handling apparatus (50) comprising a transfer device (54) with a gripping head (66) for transferring an envelope from said first station
to a second station (34), said gripping head comprising:- gripping means (72) for gripping a substantially horizontally arranged envelope at said
first station and for holding it during its transfer to the second station,- spreading means (62) configured to fit into the opened opening (48) of said
envelope and to maintain the free edges of said envelope spaced apart once said at least one envelope is dissociated from said gripping member
(8) of the first device.
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