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Abstract (en)
When an engine is operated in a first range, a stoichiometric/rich all-cylinder operation execution step is executed where an air-fuel ratio in each
cylinder is set to a stoichiometric air-fuel ratio or less, and air-fuel mixture is combusted in all of the cylinders, when a determination is made that the
engine is operated in a second range, a lean reduced-cylinder operation execution step is executed where the air-fuel ratio in each cylinder is set
higher than the stoichiometric air-fuel ratio, and air-fuel mixture is combusted only in part of the cylinders and, during a predetermined period after a
determination is made that an operation point of the engine is shifted from the first range to the second range, a switching step is executed where an
amount of air to be introduced into each cylinder is increased such that the air-fuel ratio in each cylinder becomes higher than the stoichiometric air-
fuel ratio, and air-fuel mixture is combusted in all of the cylinders.
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