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Abstract (en)
[origin: GB2572807A] A folding mechanism for a chair 10, in particular a stairlift chair, having a linkage 16 connecting a seat base 11 and armrests
13 such that as the seat base 11 moves to a folded position a rear edge 26 of the seat base 11 is raised relative to a backrest 12 whilst a front edge
25 of the seat base 11 and the armrests 13 are displaced towards the backrest 12. The linkage 16 may also cause distal ends 41 of the armrests 13
to be displaced towards one another as the seat base moves to a folded position (figs. 1A & 2A). The linkage 16 may be a pair of four bar linkages
(304, 30b fig. 4) connected by crossbars (31 fig. 4), each linkage being formed from chassis (15 fig. 4), front links (32a, 32b fig. 4), rear links (33a,
33b fig. 4) and top links (34a, 34b fig. 4). The distal ends 41 of the armrests 13 may be formed by the upper ends of uprights 42 connected to the
linkage 16 about pivot axes defined by pins 43, the axes being aligned at acute angles (a fig. 5B) to the folding direction 27 when viewed in plan
and inclined at acute angles (B fig. 6B) to a horizontal plane when viewed in elevation. The folding mechanism describes ensures that all parts of the
chair remain in a swivel arc (20 fig. 1A) whether the chair is in an in-use configuration or folded configuration.
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