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Abstract (en)
[origin: GB2585187A] Directional metadata parameters for a spatial audio signal are generated 400 for a time-frequency tile. A mapping is generated
between the values of the metadata parameters and an index value, and used to generate indices associated with the metadata parameters. The
indices are encoded (413, 404) based on an estimate of the number of bits required to encode them. The estimation process may involve entropy
encoding 401 the indices and determining 403 if more bits are required than a threshold value and, if so, estimating another number of bits using
another mapping that reduces the possible number of index values (figures 5 and 6). The other mapping may be selected to encode the indices
based on the lowest number of required bits. Either mapping may map 0 to a directional value of zero and map increasing index values alternately to
positive and negative directional values or alternately to left/right or up/down.
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