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Abstract (en)
The present invention provides a washing machine (10), such as a machine for laundering clothes or a dishwasher, which comprises a washing
chamber (12) having an outlet (14) for waste water. The outlet (14) is in fluid communication with a drain and waste water is pumped from the
washing chamber (12) to the drain via a drain pump (26). The drain pump (26) is protected from debris and sludge which may be present in the
waste water by a drain filter (24). In order to unclog the drain filter (24), a path for waste water upstream from the drain filter (24) to the outlet (14)
bifurcates into first and second routes. The first route comprises a bypass channel (20) for waste water, which is used during normal operation of
the washing machine (10). The second route is for use during an unclogging operation of the drain filter (24) and comprises an unclogging chamber
(22) for containing an unclogging agent. During the unclogging operation, the waste water is diverted to pass through the unclogging chamber (22)
by a three-way valve (18), which has a first state, wherein waste water is directed along the first route, and a second state, wherein waste water is
directed along the second route. The three-way valve (18) is switched between the first and second states thereof according to whether the rate of
waste water drainage from the washing machine (10) is less than or equal to a predetermined value, and possibly also whether the temperature of
the waste water is greater than or equal to a predetermined temperature. The present invention also provides a corresponding method of unclogging
a drain filter of a washing machine and a computer program product or a program code or system for executing such a method.
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