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Abstract (en)
A grouping unit (C) and a grouping method to form a group consisting of two wraps (3), each containing a group (14) of smoking articles. There
are provided: two pockets (48, 49), each of which is designed to accommodate a respective wrap (3); two output stations (S8, S9); an input station
(S7) arranged between the two output stations (S8, S9); an insertion device (50) which is designed to insert a single wrap (3) into a first pocket
(48) standing in the input station (S7) or into a second pocket (49) standing in the input station (S7); an extraction device (51), which is designed to
extract one single wrap (3) from the first pocket (48) standing in a first output station (S8) or from the second pocket (49) standing in a second output
station (S9), which is opposite the first output station (S8) relative to the input station (S7); and a moving device (52), which is designed to move,
along a moving direction (D1), the first pocket (48) between the input station (S7) and the first output station (S8) and, simultaneously, is designed to
move the second pocket (49) between the second output station (S9) and the input station (S7) so that in the input station (S7) there always is one
pocket (48, 49), while the other pocket (49, 48) is in one of the two output stations (S8, S9).
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