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Abstract (en)
[origin: CA3192871A1] The invention relates to a device (10) for balancing at least one intermediate potential of a DC link (12) for the operation
of a three-level or multi-level inverter (34), wherein a half bridge (16) having at least two electronic switches (T1, T2) is connected between two
basic-potential bars (ZK+, ZK-) of the DC link (12) and at least one intermediate-potential bar (14). Furthemore, a PWM switching generator (18)
is designed to switch the two switches (T1, T2) in a variable duty cycle such that a desired intermediate potential, more particularly a symmetrical
intermediate potential, of the intermediate-potential bar (14) can be set. According to the invention, the half bridge (16) is connected to the
intermediate-potential bar (14) by means of a smoothing choke (Lt), and the smoothing choke (Lt) forms a coil side of an isolation transformer (20)
for the operation of a direct-voltage power supply unit (22). The direct-voltage power supply unit (22) provides an internal voltage supply for the
operation of the control electronics of the three-level or multi-level converter, more particularly of a fan for cooling. The invention also relates to a
method for operating a device (10) of this type.
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