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Abstract (en)
The present invention discloses a vending machine for dispensing packaged products, which comprises: a structure for storing at least one
vertical stack of gravity lowered packaged products; a dispensing mechanism for supporting a corresponding stack of products and dispensing the
lowermost product of said stack; wherein the dispensing mechanism comprises at least two retention units arranged on opposite sides of the stack,
each retention unit having a retention position for interfering with an edge portion of the lowermost product of the stack and a dispensing position for
releasing said edge portion; said vending machine further comprising a control unit for driving the retention units to the dispensing position and for
returning the retention units to the retention position once at least said lowermost product of the stack has fallen by gravity. The present invention
also discloses a method for dispensing a packaged product from a vending machine.
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