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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2022268786A1] The current invention relates to a process for the production of 1,2-alkanediols comprising the steps of: providing a
dialkyl oxalate (component A); providing an ester or an aldehyde (component B), which is characterised by having at least one hydrogen atom
bound to the second (alpha-)carbon atom; reaction of the dialkyl oxalate (component A) with an ester or aldehyde (component B) in the presence of
a base (component C), thereby forming at least one new carbon-carbon bond and obtaining an intermediate; conversion of the obtained intermediate
to an alpha-keto carboxylic acid, an alpha-keto ester or a mixture thereof; optionally, esterification of the obtained alpha-keto carboxylic acid;
reduction of the alpha-keto carboxylic acid or its ester to the corresponding 1,2-alkanediol; and optionally, purification of the obtained 1,2-alkanediol
and/or any of the intermediates formed during the prior steps.
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