
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

81
3 

86
9

A
1

TEPZZ 8_¥869A_T
(11) EP 2 813 869 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
17.12.2014 Bulletin 2014/51

(21) Application number: 13172072.4

(22) Date of filing: 14.06.2013

(51) Int Cl.:
G01V 11/00 (2006.01) G01V 99/00 (2009.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(71) Applicant: Siemens Aktiengesellschaft
80333 München (DE)

(72) Inventors:  
• Das, Saptarshi

560102 Bangalore (IN)
• Murugaiah, Thirumalai Kumar

560099 Bangalore (IN)

(54) A system and a method for analyzing a mining environment

(57) A system (1) for analyzing a mining environment
includes an storage (3) for storing a historical information
(5) related to the mining environment and transferring
the historical information (5) to a processor (4), a sensor
for receiving a real-time information (6) from the mining
environment and transferring the real-time information
(6) to the processor (4), and the processor (4) for receiv-

ing the historical information (5) from the storage (3) and
a real-time information (6) from the sensor (12), and
processing the historical information (5) and the real-time
information (6) to generate a three dimensional mesh (7)
of finite elements (8) for a volume of the mining environ-
ment.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to analysis of a mining en-
vironment. More particularly the invention relates to anal-
ysis of surface and/or sub-surface of a mining environ-
ment.
[0002] During mining operations, analysis of surface
and underlying subsurface is one of the primary require-
ments. Such analysis is used to resolve various day-to-
day tasks in the mining environment like continuous risk
profiling of surfaces of a mining environment, mine plan-
ning and forecasting mine scenario, 3D volumetric visu-
alization of mine surface and sub surface, management
and tracking of mined materials, monitoring the filling up
process, the material used for backfilling, resource mon-
itoring, planning and efficient usage of resources, etc.
Typically, each of these issues is analyzed and solved
individually. Analysis carried out for one issue may not
be useful for solving another issue. Therefore multiple
analyses need to be carried out in parallel to solve indi-
vidual issues. This leads to an inefficient process of anal-
ysis.
[0003] The object of the invention is to provide an ef-
ficient way for analyzing a mining environment.
[0004] The object is achieved by system of claim 1 and
method of claim 9.
[0005] According to an embodiment of the system for
analyzing a mining environment, the system includes a
sensor, storage and a processor. The storage stores his-
torical information related to the mining environment and
transfers the historical information to a processor. The
sensor receives real-time information from the mining en-
vironment and transfers the real-time information to the
processor. The processor receives the historical infor-
mation from the storage and real-time information from
the sensor, processes the historical information and the
real-time information, and generates a three dimensional
mesh of finite elements for a volume of the mining envi-
ronment. The processor further assigns the historical in-
formation and/or the real time information to the finite
element. This helps to map the information in relation to
the finite elements for analyzing the mining environment.
[0006] According to one embodiment of the system, at
least one of the historical information and the real time
information refers to significance of a fraction of the vol-
ume. The processor further generates on a basis of at
least one of the historical information and the real time
information, the finite elements of varying size ratio for
the part of the three dimensional mesh of finite elements
referring to the fraction of the volume, in comparison to
remaining parts of the three dimensional mesh of finite
elements referring to remaining volume. This helps for
profiling of the surface and underlying subsurface of the
mining environment on a basis of significance of a loca-
tion of the mining environment.
[0007] According to one embodiment of the system,
the processor determines risk of slope failure by process-
ing finite elements of the three dimensional mesh accord-

ing to stress/strain structural equilibrium between the fi-
nite elements. This helps for risk profiling of the surface
and underlying subsurface of the mining environment.
[0008] According to an exemplary embodiment, the
processor processes at least one of the finite element on
a basis of the risk of slope failure to generate a set of
finer elements in reference to the finite element. This pro-
vides for finer level analysis of the mining environment
which may have risk of slope failure.
[0009] According to another embodiment of the sys-
tem, the processor updates the three dimensional mesh
of finite elements in real-time on the basis of at least one
of the environmental information and the geometrical in-
formation received in real time at a time interval. This
helps to analyze the mining environment in real time.
[0010] According to one embodiment of the system,
the real-time information is related to a subsurface profile
of the underlying subsurface. This helps to provide more
accurate three dimensional mesh with the finite ele-
ments.
[0011] According to another embodiment of the sys-
tem, the real-time information is based on electro-mag-
netism and the processor receives the real-time informa-
tion from ground penetrating radar. This provides for one
of the way to receive the real-time information related to
a subsurface profile.
[0012] According to another embodiment of the sys-
tem, the real-time information is based on acoustics and
the processor receives the real-time information from an
acoustic probe. This provides for one of the way to re-
ceive the real-time information related to a subsurface
profile.

FIG 1 is a schematic illustration of a system for an-
alyzing a surface of a mining environment.

FIG 2 illustrates a three dimensional mesh of finite
elements for a volume of a surface and an underlying
surface of a mining environment.

[0013] Hereinafter, various embodiments for carrying
out the present invention are described in detail. The em-
bodiments are described with reference to the drawings,
wherein like reference numerals are used to refer to like
elements throughout. In the following description, for pur-
pose of explanation, numerous specific details are set
forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of one
or more embodiments. It may be evident that such em-
bodiments may be practiced without these specific de-
tails.
[0014] Prior to explaining functioning of system
through various embodiments, some of the terminology
used herein will be explained.
[0015] "Environment" is a geographical area where the
excavations are to be performed and includes surface,
subsurface, weather, etc. of the geographical area.
[0016] "Volume of the mining environment" includes
surface, subsurface and empty space in the mining en-
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vironment.
[0017] "Subsurface" is defined by the location below
or behind the surface of the environment.
[0018] "Processor" is generally logic circuitry that re-
sponds to and processes the basic instructions for per-
forming a function. It may be a central processing unit of
a personal computer adapted to perform the function or
microprocessors which are multipurpose, programmable
devices that accepts data as input, processes it accord-
ing to instructions stored in its memory, and provides
results as output or any other computing device adapted
to perform functions of the processor.
[0019] "Storage" is an electronic storing medium which
stores computerized and/or electronic data. Some exam-
ples of storage are CD ROM, RAM, Hard Disk, USB de-
vice, electromagnetic storing medium, optical storing me-
dium or any other storage medium capable of storing
computerized and/or electronic data.
[0020] "Sensor" is a device which receives real-time
information from the mining environment. The sensor
may be an operational information detector receiving op-
erational information of the mining environment, an im-
age capturing device capturing real-time images of the
mining environment, a ground penetrating radar or
acoustic probe generating sub-surface profile or any
such sensing device capturing real-time information from
the mining environment.
[0021] "Historical information" is a computerized data
and can be related to any of the following:

- Initial state of the mine: This may include geometry
of sub surface and/or subsurface profile. The sub-
surface profile can contain information on the distri-
bution of material type, water/moisture content etc.
Such data are typically collected in the exploration
phase and can be obtained readily from the mine
supervisors. The subsurface profile can also be ob-
tained from Ground penetrating radars (GPR) or sig-
nals from acoustic probing of the walls and base of
the mine area can be obtained by mounting GPR
and acoustic probing devices on the mining equip-
ments like bucket wheel excavators, or trucks. Glo-
bal Positioning System can be used in cases where
the GPR is mounted onto vehicles like trucks.

- Historic information regarding weather, seismic ac-
tivities: This includes historic information regarding
rainfall, temperature, humidity, seismic activity
records. This information can be obtained readily
from the local geological stations.

- Information from bore holes: Information from bore
holes like sub surface temperature at different levels,
pressure, water content etc. can also be used in by
the proposed systems.

[0022] "Real-time information" is a computerized data
and can be related to any of the following:

- Operational information: Mine operation information

from the mining instruments can also be used. This
information includes position of reclaiming, rate of
reclaiming, position of dumping, rate of dumping etc.
This information can be obtained readily from the
mining instruments and their setup.

- Real time weather information: This includes meas-
ured information regarding temperature, rainfall, hu-
midity, seismic activity. Sensors for measuring all
these parameters can be installed if not available.
While the proposed system is running, it can accom-
modate any change in the moisture/water content in
the whole mine (including sub surface blocks) due
to rainfall, temperature from these real time inputs.
Geometrical information related to geometry of sur-
face of the mining environment. Geometry of the sur-
face of the whole (or partial) mine area can be ob-
tained by combining images from several 2D cam-
eras placed at different locations in the mine. Cam-
eras operating at more than one spectral range can
also be used.
Subsurface profile: This information can be obtained
from Ground penetrating radars (GPR) or signals
from acoustic probing of the walls and base of the
mine area can be obtained by mounting GPR and
acoustic probing devices on the mining equipments
like bucket wheel excavators, or trucks. Subsurface
profile can also be obtained from drill holes.

[0023] "Risk of slope failure" is a computerized data
generated by the processor and relates to failure of a
slope of the mining environment and may create hazard
for life of workers working in the mining environment and
other operational hazards.
[0024] "Three dimensional mesh" of "finite elements"
and "finer elements": Three dimensional mesh is a col-
lection of vertices, edges and faces that together formu-
lates finite elements and defines partition of a fraction of
a volume of the mining environment. The faces usually
consist of triangles, quadrilaterals or other simple convex
polygons, since this simplifies rendering, but may also
be composed of more general concave polygons, or pol-
ygons with holes. The finer elements are further refined
version of the finite elements to define a shape of fraction
of the fraction of the volume of the mining environment.
[0025] While discussing FIG 1 and FIG 2, references
will be made to each other.
[0026] FIG 1 shows a schematic of a system 1 for an-
alyzing a mining environment.
[0027] The system includes storage 3, a processor 4
and a sensor 12. The storage 3 stores historical informa-
tion 5 related to the mining environment and transfers
the historical information 5 to the processor 4. The sensor
12 captures real-time information 6 from the mining en-
vironment and transfers the real-time information 6 to the
processor 4. In an alternate embodiment, the processor
4 receives the historical information 5 and the real-time
information 6 via a data interface. The data interface can
be coupled to the sensor 12, the storage 5 and the proc-
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essor 4 through a data coupling.
[0028] The processor 4 receives and processes the
historical information 5 and the real-time information 6
and generates a three dimensional mesh 7 of finite ele-
ments 8 for a volume of the mining environment. The
volume may include surface, subsurface, or empty space
of the mining environment or combination thereof.
[0029] In one embodiment, the processor 4 assigns
the historical information 5 and/or the real time informa-
tion 6 to the finite element 8. The processor 4 identifies
different pieces of the historical information5 and/or the
real time information 6 and maps them to various finite
elements 8 on a basis of inter-relation between the finite
elements and a fraction of the volume of the mining en-
vironment.
[0030] In an exemplary embodiment, at least the his-
torical information 5 and the real-time information 6 refers
to significance of at least a fraction of the volume of the
mining environment and the processor 4 generates on a
basis of the environmental information 5, the finite ele-
ments 8 of varying size ratio for a part of the three dimen-
sional mesh 7 of finite elements referring to the fraction
of the volume different from remaining parts of the three
dimensional mesh 7 of finite elements 8. The significance
refers to criticality and/or importance of a fraction of the
volume. Variation in sizes is referred to as change in scale
of the finite elements 8 in the fractions of the volume
according to significance of the fractions for studying the
mining environment especially in cases like material
management, planning, monitoring, slope failure analy-
sis, etc.
[0031] In one of the embodiment, the processor 4 de-
termines risk of slope failure 9 by processing finite ele-
ments 8 of the three dimensional mesh 7 according to
stress/strain structural equilibrium between the finite el-
ements 8.
[0032] The processor 4 processes at least one of the
finite element 8 on a basis of the risk of slope failure 9 to
generate a set of finer elements 10 in reference to the
finite element 8. Such finer elements 10 are desired spe-
cially in the cases where a user of the system may be
having an apprehension of issues, or has a special inter-
est with a part of the volume of the surface and/or the
underlying subsurface 11. In general, if user doesn’t have
an apprehension of issues or special interest with any
part of the volume of the surface 2 and the underlying
subsurface 11, the processor need not process any of
the finite elements 8 to generate the finer elements 10.
[0033] In another exemplary embodiment, the proces-
sor 4 updates the three dimensional mesh 7 of finite el-
ements 8 in real-time on the basis of the real-time infor-
mation 6 received in real time at a time interval, whether
regular or irregular. This provides for continuous gener-
ation of the three dimensional mesh 7 and helps in mon-
itoring, change in planning, continuous risk profiling, etc
of the mining environment.
[0034] In an embodiment, the real-time information 6
can also be related to a subsurface profile of the under-

lying subsurface 11. The subsurface profile can be the
physical properties like density of the subsurface, mois-
ture content, temperature, etc.
[0035] In one embodiment, the real-time information 6
can be based on electro-magnetism and the processor
4 receives the real-time information 5 from ground pen-
etrating radar 12.
[0036] In another embodiment, the real-time informa-
tion 6 is based on acoustics and the processor 3 receives
the real-time information 5 from an acoustic probe 12.
[0037] FIG 2 shows a three dimensional mesh 7 of ir-
regular finite elements 8 for a volume of a surface 2 and/or
an underlying surface 11 of a mining environment. The
finite element 8 represents fractions of the volume of the
surface 2 and/or the underlying surface 11 of a mining
environment. Each of the finite elements 8 can store in-
formation like mineral content, waste material content,
moisture, temperature, geometrical information about
the volume in consideration at particular time, etc. In an
alternate embodiment, the finite elements 8 can be of
regular size to represent equal fractions of volume of the
surface 2 and/or the underlying surface 11 under consid-
eration.
[0038] Below an exemplary implementation of the in-
vention is explained using various steps.
[0039] Step 1: At the very beginning, a 3D mesh is
generated using a processor processing real-time infor-
mation from a sensor and a historical information from a
storage in order to cover the whole volume of the mining
environment into finite elements. Depending on signifi-
cance referred by at least one of the historical information
and the real time information, any fraction of the volume,
the processor generate finite elements of different sizes
for different fractions of the volume.
[0040] Step 2: All the contents regarding the historical
information are populated in the finite element model by
the processor. These can contain information regarding
material, moisture/water content over the whole mining
area, including the available subsurface information. De-
pending on the information reliability, a credibility index
for each of the parameters can also be stored in the finite
element by the processor. The last measurement date
and/or time can also be stored in each of the finite element
by the processor.
[0041] Step 3: A stress/strain structural equilibrium
problem is further solved, and risk of slope failure is es-
timated by the processor. This information is populated
to all the finite elements. In reference to risk of slope
failure, the mesh can be refined for the finite elements
with the finer elements. Specifically some high risk area
can be identified by a selection input from a user to select
specific fractions of on a basis of the risk of slope failure,
and the finer elements are generated by the processor
using the selection input for specific finite elements re-
ferring to the selected fractions.
[0042] Step 4: Real-time information which is received
at time intervals is used to update the finite element model
by the processor. The material content at the finite ele-
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ment corresponding to the reclaimed location are set to
zero, if real-time information is related to operational in-
formation of mining. The dumping location is also updat-
ed. The management and tracking log of the mine is up-
dated.
[0043] Step 5: 3D images obtained at particular time
interval are used to update and correct the model by the
processor, if necessary.
[0044] Step 6: If Real-time information is sub surface
profile information regarding the GPR or acoustic probing
using instruments mounted typical mining machines (like
reclaimer), such real-time information is used to update
the corresponding finite elements by the processor. In-
formation regarding material type, moisture type etc. is
updated in the finite elements corresponding to the
probed locations. The time stamp of the measurement
and the credibility of the information can also be stored.
If required the mesh size is adapted.
[0045] Step 7: If historical information is related to
Weather (rainfall, temperature) and seismic activity re-
lated information, than the historical information are used
to update the sub surface information on the finite ele-
ments corresponding to the location where GPR or
acoustic probing was not done in step 6. Most of the time,
this is the major part of the location. Interpolation and
simulation techniques can be used at this stage. The sim-
ulation techniques are based on physical principles, like
rate of evaporation form the surface, capillary effect in
the sub surface on the type of material present there. If
required the mesh size is adapted.
[0046] Step 8: Sub-surface information from boreholes
like temperature, moisture/water content can be used to
update the finite elements corresponding to the location
of measurement by the processor. Since these informa-
tion are more precise than the simulated ones, these in-
formation can be used to update or calibrate the simula-
tion as well.
[0047] Step 9: the system again starts with step 3.
[0048] The step 3 to step 8 should not follow any par-
ticular order. Some of the steps can even be done in
parallel or some of the steps can even be skipped if cor-
responding source of information is not available.
[0049] The real-time information like the borehole in-
formation can also be used by the processor to generate
the dispersion and gradient of physical quantities like
temperature, moisture etc. These dispersion and gradi-
ent information can be used to perform more realistic
simulations and interpolations.
[0050] The mining environment simulations can also
be performed using the system of the invention. The Step
1, step 2 and step 3 can be done as usual. In the step 4,
in spite of using real-time information, the system uses
a user input related to mining operation strategy. Further
step 7 is performed by the system using the historic in-
formation. This can result into desired simulations.

Claims

1. A system (1) for analyzing a mining environment
comprising:

- a storage (3) adapted to store a historical in-
formation (5) related to the mining environment
and to transfer the historical information (5) to a
processor (4),
- a sensor adapted to detect a real-time infor-
mation (6) from the mining environment and to
transfer the real-time information (6) to the proc-
essor (4),
- the processor (4) adapted to receive the his-
torical information (5) from the storage (3) and
a real-time information (6) from the sensor (12),
and to process the historical information (5) and
the real-time information (6) to generate a three
dimensional mesh (7) of finite elements (8) for
a volume of the mining environment.

2. The system (1) according to claim 1, wherein the
processor (4) is adapted to assign the historical in-
formation (5) and/or the real time information (6) to
the finite element (8).

3. The system (1) according to any of the claims 1 or
2, wherein at least one of the historical information
(5) and the real time information (6) refers to signif-
icance of at least a fraction of the volume of the min-
ing environment, wherein the processor (4) is adapt-
ed to generate on a basis of at least one of the his-
torical information (5) and the real-time information
(6), the finite elements (8) of varying sizes for a part
of the three dimensional mesh (7) of finite elements
different from remaining parts of the three dimen-
sional mesh (7) of finite elements (8).

4. The system (1) according to any of the claims 1 to
3, wherein the processor (4) is adapted to determine
risk of slope failure (9) by processing finite elements
(8) of the three dimensional mesh (7) according to
stress/strain structural equilibrium between the finite
elements (8).

5. The system (1) according to any of the claims 1 to
4, wherein the processor (4) is adapted to process
at least one of the finite element (8) on a basis of the
slope failure risk information (9) to generate a set of
finer elements (10) in reference to the finite element
(8).

6. The system (1) according to any of the claims 1 to
5, wherein the processor (4) is adapted to update
the three dimensional mesh (7) of finite elements (8)
in real-time on the basis of the real-time information
(6) received at a time interval.
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7. The system (1) according to any of the claims 1 to
6, wherein the real-time information (6) is related to
subsurface profile of the underlying subsurface (11)
of the surface (2).

8. The system (1) according to claim 7, wherein the
real-time information (5) is based on electro-mag-
netism and the processor (4) is adapted to receive
the real-time information (6) from ground penetrating
radar (12).

9. The system (1) according to the claim 7, wherein the
real-time information (6) is based on acoustics and
the processor (4) is adapted to receive the real-time
information (6) from an acoustic probe (12).

10. A method for analyzing a mining environment com-
prising:

- receiving historical information (5) related to
the mining environment by a processor (4) from
storage (3),
- receiving a real-time information (6) of the min-
ing environment by the processor (4) from a sen-
sor (12),
- processing the historical information (5) and
the real-time information (6) by the processor
(4) to generate a three dimensional mesh (7) of
finite elements (8) for a volume of the mining
environment.

11. The method according to the claim 10 comprising:

- assigning the historical information (5) and/or
the real time information (6) to the finite element
(8) by the processor (4).

12. The method according to any of the claims 10 or 11,
wherein at least the historical information (5) and the
real-time information (6) refers to significance of at
least a fraction of the part of the surface (2) and/or
the underlying subsurface (11), the method further
comprising:

- generating the finite elements (8) of varying
sizes for a part of the three dimensional mesh
(7) of finite elements different from remaining
parts of the three dimensional mesh (7) of finite
elements (8) by the processor (4) on a basis of
at least the historical information (5) and the real-
time information (6).

13. The method according to any of the claims 10 to 12
comprises:

- determining risk of slope failure (9) by the proc-
essor (4) by processing finite elements (8) of the
three dimensional mesh (7) according to

stress/strain structural equilibrium between the
finite elements (8).

14. The method according to any of the claims 9 to 13
comprises:

- processing at least one of the finite element (8)
on a basis of the risk of slope failure (9) to gen-
erate a set of finer elements (10) in reference to
the finite element (8) by the processor (4).

15. The method according to any of the claims 9 to 14
comprises:

- updating the three dimensional mesh (7) of fi-
nite elements (8) by the processor (4) in real-
time on the basis of the real-time information (6)
received in real time at a time interval.
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