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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a management
method and a management server for using a plurality
of SIM cards.

Background Art

[0002] Recently, with the advent of a mobile virtual net-
work operator (MVNO), retailing of a wireless communi-
cation line is becoming popular. Conventionally, a mobile
network operator (MNO) having a wireless communica-
tion infrastructure provided a wireless communication
service to an end user directly. However, MVNOs provide
original wireless communication services to the end user
using the wireless communication infrastructure of an
MNO.
[0003] MVNOs can be roughly classified into a form
where a company does not have an in-house communi-
cation infrastructure and a form where a company itself
has an in-house communication infrastructure and the
communication infrastructure is connected to the com-
munication infrastructure of an MNO to provide a wireless
communication service (see Fig. 1). As compared with
the case of the former, in the case of the latter, because
the company has the in-house communication infrastruc-
ture and price setting according to communication quality
such as communication speed and communication ca-
pacity is enabled, attempts to meet various needs are
made. For example, SIM cards for a wireless communi-
cation service of which the price is suppressed by setting
maximum communication capacity that allows high-
speed data communication are sold in mass merchan-
disers.
[0004] Specifically, such an MVNO receives SIM cards
from an MNO and provides the SIM cards to the end
users. The MVNO manages communication quality such
as speed limit and capacity limit set to each SIM card
together with the identification number of each SIM card
by a database and provides a wireless communication
service according to the contract details for a portable
terminal such as a smart phone and a tablet requesting
an access to the Internet.
[0005] Also, there is a case in which a mobile virtual
network enabler (MVNE) providing a support service to
enable MVNOs to run a business smoothly intervenes
between an MNO and an MVNO and the MVNE receives
SIM cards from the MNO and provides the SIM cards to
the MVNO.
[0006] When the MVNO or the MVNE holds a gateway
(GGSN in 3G and P-GW in LTE) as an end point of a
core network as an in-house communication infrastruc-
ture, L2 connection (full MVNO connection (S5/S8 inter-
face in LTE and Gn interface in 3G)) with a communica-
tion infrastructure (SGSN in 3G and S-GW in LTE) of an
MNO is enabled and an L2 tunnel is formed between a

wireless terminal on which a SIM card of an end user is
mounted and the gateway. Because the L2 connection
has higher freedom in designing of a wireless communi-
cation service than L3 connection (light MVNO connec-
tion), the L2 connection is attracting attention.
[0007] US2010/210304A1 discloses devices, systems
and methods for automated multi-device, multi-persona
wireless SIM management. A virtual SIM database as-
sociated with a user is maintained on the mobile service
provider’s network. Such a virtual SIM database contains
multiple personas for that user. For each of the user de-
vices they wish to use on the mobile service network, the
user is furnished with one "stub" SIM to be installed on
the user device, onto which may be loaded any one of
the personas maintained by the virtual SIM database.
[0008] US2012/309353A1 discloses a system and
method for managing services associated with a mobile
device. It includes detecting a new identity module card
is in the mobile device; receiving a username ID and a
password on the mobile device; and upon verifying that
the username ID and the password are identical to a pre-
vious username ID and a previous password associated
with the mobile device, the mobile device enabling ac-
cess to the services
[0009] US2012/108204A1 discloses a method per-
formed in a wireless system that allows a user equipment
to authenticate to wireless networks (i.e. cellular, WLAN
or the like) using access control clients.

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0010] A movement of IoT to connect all things to the
Internet by adding wireless communication functions is
the example of recent remarkable increase in the needs
for wireless communication service. Hereinafter, a wire-
less apparatus that can be connected to a computer net-
work including the Internet is called an "IoT apparatus".
[0011] The IoT apparatus also includes a portable ter-
minal such as a smart phone and a tablet held by a per-
son. However, the IoT apparatus is expanding to appa-
ratuses requiring communication of a form different from
a communication form for a person, like a transportation
means such as an automobile moving faster than a per-
son and a sensor rarely moving from a specific position.
For this reason, the required communication speed or
communication frequency is various. It may be said that
optimal communication quality is changing. For example,
in the case in which it is considered that SIM cards are
incorporated into 10 or 100 industrial machines to realize
IoT and the industrial machines are remotely caused to
perform communication with other apparatuses, instal-
lation of a large number of SIM cards is required even if
each IoT apparatus performs communication of low ca-
pacity at a low frequency.
[0012] With the spread of IoT apparatuses, the number
of users such as providers managing a plurality of IoT
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apparatuses increases, but on the other hand it is difficult
under the present conditions for each user to make a
contract with an MNO as an MVNO and collectively man-
age the plurality of IoT apparatuses, that is, a plurality of
SIM cards mounted on the plurality of IoT apparatuses.
First, the needs diversify together with the spread of IoT
apparatuses and a situation where a small number of
SIM cards such as several to several tens of SIM cards
are used, like the case of making apparatuses IoT appa-
ratuses on a trial basis, can be envisioned. When the
user desires to manage the SIM cards collectively, in-
stead of using the SIM cards through individual contracts,
an MVNO contract with an MNO is necessary. However,
there are many cases in that the small-scale MVNO can-
not make a contract with the MNO to begin with. Then,
even if the user can make a contract with an MNO as a
small-scale MVNO, to increase SIM cards by several to
several tens of pieces, the MVNO needs to make a re-
quest to the MNO to associate the additional SIM cards
with the ID of the MVNO (hereinafter, referred to as an
"user ID") . After completion of the association, the
MVNO receives the additional SIM cards and these be-
come available for use. Specifically, as an association,
a name of the MVNO, an identification number of each
SIM card such as IMSI and ICCID, status such as in-use
and inactive, etc. are input to each SIM card manually
by a dedicated device and are registered in a database
of the MNO. A series of procedures accompanying the
circulation of SIM cards to an MVNO are complicated
and requires several weeks. In addition, initial investment
is necessary from economic point of view and it is not
possible to meet the needs of a user who desires to use
necessary number of SIM cards necessary for IoT appa-
ratuses as needed.
[0013] An environment where a large number of users
can become MVNOs easily is strongly required while it
is anticipated that the number of small-scale and medi-
um-scale MVNOs increases rapidly.
[0014] The present invention has been made in view
of the above problem and an objective thereof is to enable
a large number of users to start usage easily, in a man-
agement method and a management server for using a
plurality of SIM cards.

Solution to Technical Problem

[0015] The technical problem is solved by the present
invention, which is set out in independent claims 1, 4 and
5. Further embodiments are set out in claims 2 and 3.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0016]

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating an MVNO
whose communication infrastructure is connected to
a communication infrastructure of an MNO to provide
a wireless communication service.

Fig. 2 is a diagram illustrating a circulation route of
a plurality of SIM cards enabled by an embodiment
of the present invention.
Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating an initial setting method
for using a plurality of SIM cards according to an
embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 4 is a diagram illustrating a management screen
of a plurality of SIM cards according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.
Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating a registration screen
of a SIM card according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of a gate-
way on a cloud executing a function of a manage-
ment server according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating another example of a
gateway on a cloud executing a function of a man-
agement server according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 8 is a diagram illustrating a management screen
of a plurality of SIM cards according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.
Fig. 9 is a diagram illustrating a method of a group
selection of a plurality of SIM cards according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Description of Embodiments

[0017] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the drawings.
[0018] In the present specification, a user who man-
ages and uses a plurality of SIM cards collectively may
be called an "MVNO".
[0019] In addition, definitions of terms such as an MNO
and an MVNE may be different by countries. In the
present specification, as in Japan, the case in which an
MNO holds SGSN of 3G or S-GW of LTE as a commu-
nication infrastructure and an MVNE holds GGSN of 3G
or P-GW of LTE as a communication infrastructure will
be described as an example.

First Embodiment

[0020] Fig. 2 illustrates a circulation route of a plurality
of SIM cards enabled by an embodiment of the present
invention.
[0021] First, when an MVNE 210 makes a request to
an MNO 220 for a certain amount of SIM cards, the MNO
220 inputs the name of the MVNE 210, an identification
number of each SIM card, status such as in-use and in-
active, etc. to each SIM card manually by a dedicated
device, and makes registration to a database 221 of the
MNO 220, and then provides the SIM cards to the MVNE
210 by a method such as mailing. By pooling a large
amount of registered SIM cards in advance at the MVNE
210, one or more SIM cards can be rapidly supplied to a
plurality of MVNOs 230A and 230B that are users. This
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is a business model where the MVNE 210 holds the SIM
cards for the plurality of MVNOs 230A and 230B as
shared resources in order to provide necessary amount
of SIM cards when necessary and allocates them on de-
mand.
[0022] Circulation routes for obtaining the SIM cards
for the MVNOs 230A and 230B can be roughly classified
into the case in which the SIM cards are received directly
from the MVNE 210 and the case in which the SIM cards
are received indirectly via a retail channel such as an e-
commerce site and a mass merchandiser market. As de-
scribed below, according to an embodiment of the
present invention utilizing a user ID, the SIM cards for
the MVNOs 230A and 230B can be circulated using the
retail channel and it will be possible to meet the needs
of a user who desires to use the SIM cards in an envi-
ronment in which the SIM cards necessary for IoT appa-
ratuses can be collectively managed as necessary. Par-
ticularly, this greatly promotes generation of a large
number of small-scale and medium-scale MVNOs that
are expected to be needed in future.
[0023] The order can be changed, but the MVNE 210
receives user data such as a name, a domicile or resi-
dence, a card number or account number for payment,
etc. from each of the MVNOs 230A and 230B to make a
contract, and then provides a user ID to each of the
MVNOs 230A and 230B in advance. The user data is
stored in a management server MVNE 210 or a database
211 accessible therefrom. This status is defined as "un-
der MVNO contract". The MVNE 210 can provide a man-
agement screen on the management server for each of
the MVNOs 230A and 230B. The contract with the MNO
220 is made by the MVNE 210. For this reason, depend-
ing on a decision of the MVNE 210, if a user who desires
to become an MVNO satisfies a minimum condition loos-
er than the contract with the MNO, the user can perform
collective management of a plurality of SIM cards as an
MVNO.
[0024] Here, an initial setting method for using a plu-
rality of SIM cards according to the embodiment of the
present invention utilizing a user ID will be described with
reference to Fig. 3. The description starts from a situation
where the MVNO 230A has received one or more SIM
cards. At this time, the MVNO 230A may have SIM cards
that are already in use, or it may be in a situation where
it is going to start using for the first time by the received
SIM cards .
[0025] First, the MVNO 230A that has obtained one or
more SIM cards logs in to a management screen provided
by the MVNE 210 in association with the user ID of the
MVNO 230A. From the side of the MVNE 210, it deter-
mines whether the user ID of the user who has accessed
the management screen of the management server of
the MVNE 210 is under MVNO contract (S301).
[0026] When the user ID is under MVNO contract and
the login is performed, an identification number given to
each SIM card and a passcode for authentication given
as needed are received as registration information

(S302).
[0027] If the management server of the MVNE 210 can
receive the necessary registration information, each SIM
card of which the identification number is specified by
the registration information is associated with the user
ID as the SIM card used by the MVNO 230A and the
association is registered in the management server of
the MVNE 210 or the database 221 accessible therefrom
(S303).
[0028] For example, a management screen 400 illus-
trated in FIG. 4 can be used. A "SIM registration" button
420 is clicked or tapped after performing the login using
a user ID (for example, "user1@xxxx.jp") 410, and an
input screen to input necessary input items as illustrated
in Fig. 5 can be displayed in response to the detection
of the click or tap. It is possible to identify the necessary
input items by photographing and uploading a physical
medium where the identification number, etc. of each SIM
card is described as an image and performing an image
analysis at the side of the management server of the
MVNE 210 where the image is received. The passcode
given to each SIM card can be set as a one-time pass-
word that becomes invalid when the passcode is once
associated with the user ID.
[0029] The description has been given on the assump-
tion that the management screen is provided on the man-
agement server of the MVNE 210. However, the man-
agement screen can be displayed within an application
operated on a wireless terminal such as a smart phone
and a tablet.
[0030] The SIM card associated with the user ID may
be displayed continuously on the management screen
after association with the user ID.
[0031] Conventionally, SIM cards could not be sup-
plied to the MVNO unless the MVNO goes through a
series of complicated procedures with the MNO. Howev-
er, according to the embodiment of the present invention
utilizing the user ID, the MVNO to which SIM cards are
provided can associate the SIM cards with an account
(user ID) of the MVNO afterwards. Therefore, the SIM
cards can be circulated in a state without association with
the account of the MVNO.
[0032] The fact that it is possible to circulate SIM cards
without specifying the MVNO using the SIM cards means
that the SIM cards can be supplied to the MVNO via a
retail channel such as an e-commerce site and a mass
merchandiser market and plays a major role in supplying
SIM cards to a large number of small-scale and medium-
scale MVNOs to be born from now on.
[0033] In a current situation, the individual SIM cards
can be purchased via the retail channel such as the e-
commerce site and the mass merchandiser market. How-
ever, it shall be noted that all of the SIM cards need to
be individually managed and collective management of
a plurality of SIM cards such as several to several tens
of SIM cards is not possible.
[0034] The management server according to the em-
bodiment of the present invention includes a processing
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unit such as a CPU and a storage unit. Programs stored
in the storage unit are read and are executed by the
processing unit, so that the individual functions of the
management method can be realized, and the manage-
ment server can be configured.

Second Embodiment

[0035] In the first embodiment, the example of the case
in which necessary registration information is input by
clicking an "SIM registration" button 420 of a manage-
ment screen 400 is described. Alternatively, registration
information can be sent together with one or more SIM
cards received by an MVNO 230A in a form of a QR code
(registered trademark) for example and the MVNO 230A
can read the registration information and associate the
received SIM cards with the user ID. This is effective to
the case of one SIM card. However, in the case of a
plurality of SIM cards, association with the user ID be-
comes significantly easy.
[0036] Specifically, first, a management server of an
MVNE 210 allocates a group ID (for example,
"group123456789") not associated with a specific user
ID to a set of SIM cards including one or more SIM cards.
The management server of the MVNE 210 holds a cor-
respondence table showing a correspondence relation
of a group ID and identification numbers of a set of SIM
cards to which the group ID is allocated, for each group
ID.
[0037] Next, the management server of the MVNE 210
generates a registration code such as a barcode, a QR
code (registered trademark), and URL representing reg-
istration information including the group ID and a pass-
code for authentication given as needed. The passcode
or the registration information including the passcode can
be set as a hash value. The registration information or
the registration code can be stored in the management
server or a storage medium accessible from the man-
agement server in association with the group ID. The
URL can be set as URL including a group ID and a nec-
essary passcode or a hash value thereof and can include
a portion showing the management server of the MVNE
210 and a portion showing the group ID and the neces-
sary passcode or the hash value thereof (for example:
" https://www.soracom.io/group123456789/").
[0038] The MVNO 230A that receives the registration
code can receive the registration code in an application
operated on a wireless terminal for example and can input
the registration information represented by the registra-
tion code to the management server of the MVNE 210.
When the registration code is a URL, the registration in-
formation can be input to the management server of the
MVNE 210 by accessing the URL corresponding to the
registration code, such as a web page uniquely deter-
mined for each group ID. That is, if the management serv-
er of the MVNE 210 receives the registration information,
in the case in which a user ID is under MVNO contract
and login is performed, identification numbers of the SIM

cards to which the group ID included in the registration
information is allocated can be specified by referring to
the correspondence table. Association of one set of SIM
cards with the user ID can be performed without requiring
an additional input of the user after obtaining the group
ID from the registration information. The passcode cor-
responding to each group ID can be set as a one-time
password which becomes invalid when the SIM cards to
which the group ID is allocated are once associated with
a user ID.
[0039] Conventionally, the user data needed to be reg-
istered for each SIM card. However, by providing the
management method using the group ID, the initial set-
ting of an MVNO which requires a plurality of SIM cards
can be markedly simplified.
[0040] In the example described above, an example in
which the registration code is provided to the MVNO 230A
is described. Alternatively, the registration information in-
cluding the group ID can be directly transmitted.
[0041] Further, an input screen to designate a group
name of one set of SIM cards to be associated with a
user ID can be displayed after, at or before obtaining the
group ID from the registration information. In this way,
the already registered SIM cards in association with the
user ID and newly added SIM cards can be managed
separately. When the registration code is a URL, a group
name can be included in the registration information by
providing a group name by using a URL parameter, in-
stead of the input screen.
[0042] For example, in the case in which an IoT appa-
ratus provider is the MVNO 230A, the case where the
IoT apparatus provider provides its apparatuses to a plu-
rality of providers by lease contracts can be considered.
At this time, it is possible to separately manage a wireless
communication service provided from the IoT apparatus
provider as the MVNO to each provider by giving a group
name to each provider.
[0043] When the MVNO 230A is specified at the MVNE
210, the registration code or the registration information
may be transmitted digitally to the MVNO 230A and the
SIM cards may be delivered separately. Here, if the case
in which the IoT apparatus provider is the MVNO 230A
is considered as an example again, the registration code
or the registration information may be transmitted to the
IoT apparatus provider to perform the association with
the user ID, and the SIM cards may be dispatched to the
entity to whom the IoT apparatuses are provided from
the IoT apparatus provider.

Third Embodiment

[0044] In the first and second embodiments, descrip-
tion is given on the assumption that a management server
of an MVNE 210 is configured using one or more servers.
However, the management server can be configured as
an instance on a cloud.
[0045] More specifically, (at least a part of) a gateway
to cause data from a wireless terminal to pass through
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to an IP network and the like held by the MVNE 210 may
be implemented on a cloud and the gateway or the in-
stance on a cloud accessible therefrom may perform
functions of the above mentioned management server.
[0046] In the present specification, the "cloud" means
a system that can dynamically perform provisioning and
provide computing resources such as a CPU, a memory,
a storage, and a network band according to a demand
on the network. For example, by AWS, etc., a cloud can
be used.
[0047] In the gateway, controls such as speed limit,
capacity limit and time slot limit for the wireless terminal
are possible. For this reason, communication quality,
communication status, etc. of one or more SIM cards to
be associated with a user ID can be changed on a man-
agement screen.
[0048] Executing such processing at the gateway nec-
essarily causes reduction in the number of simultaneous-
ly connectable apparatuses required for the gateway by
the physical limit of the server which the gateway is im-
plemented. In addition, the number of gateways by which
the MVNE 210 can make L2 connection (or L3 connec-
tion) with the communication infrastructure of an MNO
220 is in most cases predetermined by the MNO 220 and
a number limit is imposed. For this reason, even if a cost
is disregarded, it is not possible to accept the increase
in the number of simultaneously connectable apparatus-
es by adding hardware more than the number limit.
Therefore, as illustrated in Fig. 6, at a gateway 610 com-
prising a communication system 600, a first server group
611 which is a portion connected to a communication
infrastructure of the MNO 220 and a second server group
612 which is a portion to perform additional data process-
ing and the like are divided and a function of the man-
agement server is performed at the second server group
612 or a server group 620 accessible therefrom to avoid
the occupation of computing resources which suppress-
es the increase in the number of simultaneously connect-
able apparatuses at the gateway 610 even when an ad-
ditional data processing at the gateway 610 is added,
and rich functions and complicated functions can be im-
plemented at the gateway 610.
[0049] Both of the first server group 611 and the second
server group 612 may be on a cloud. Particularly, by re-
alizing each server configuring the second server group
612 as an instance on a cloud, it can be scaled out by
increasing the number of instances as needed. There-
fore, computing resources can be used substantially un-
limitedly.
[0050] As in an example of a gateway 710 illustrated
in Fig. 7, the number of servers configuring a second
server group 712 is preferably larger than the number of
servers configuring a first server group 711. When the
number of servers configuring the second server group
712 is equal to or smaller than the number of servers
configuring the first server group 711, resources such as
the number of sessions and the number of IP flows de-
termined by the number of servers or instances are not

increased and sufficient scalability may not be obtained.
Fig. 7 illustrates the case in which the second server
group 712 is commonly used by each server of the first
server group 711. However, the present invention is not
limited to this example. Here, an example of the case in
which the function of the management server is per-
formed at the second server group 712 is considered.
[0051] Further, each server configuring the first server
group 611 can be realized as an instance on a cloud. In
this way, an IP address of each server can be virtualized
and failure resistance can be improved. Even if a certain
server goes down, by holding a correspondence relation
of the first server group 611 and the second server group
612 in a newest state in real time on a database of the
third server group 620 for example, failure recovery is
enabled instantly by changing IP addresses to different
servers . Also, because scaling up and scaling down can
be performed freely by using cloud, instances having op-
timal CPU, memory, storage, and network band accord-
ing to processing load can be selected. As a result, hard-
ware adjusted to the maximum demand at the peak does
not need to be always prepared and optimization of the
cost is enabled. This is applicable to cloud migration of
the second server group 612.
[0052] From the MNO 220 to the MVNE 210, IP ad-
dresses of the first server group 611 are registered in
advance in a database of the MNO 220 and for example
it can be determined in a round robin manner to which
server of the first server group 611 the data from a wire-
less terminal is transmitted. Other than IP addresses,
registered information may be destination addresses to
identify destinations, such as MAC addresses.
[0053] Each server configuring the first server group
611 has a receiving unit that receives data from a wireless
terminal, a selecting unit that selects any one of a plurality
of destination addresses on the basis of a header of the
received data, and a transferring unit that transfers the
received data to the destination address selected by the
selecting unit.
[0054] Transfer of the data from the wireless terminal,
that is, a packet including a payload and a header from
the first server group 611 to the second server group 612
can be performed by rewriting an IP address designated
by the header added to the payload received from the
wireless terminal at the first server group 611 with any
one of the plurality of IP addresses corresponding to the
second server group 612. Each of the first server group
611 transfers the data to the server configuring the sec-
ond server group 612 that after rewriting corresponds to
one of the plurality of IP addresses. Rewriting is an ex-
ample of processing necessary when an IP address to
transfer the data received by each of the first server group
611 to the server configuring the second server group
612 is selected and the data can be transferred by per-
forming other tunneling (IPIP, GRE, IPsec, GTP, etc.).
[0055] At the third server group 620, the number of
servers configuring the second server group 612 can be
controlled on the basis of metrics of processing capabil-
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ities and scaling-out and scaling-in can be performed.
The third server group 620 can monitor metrics of
processing capabilities of instances used by the first serv-
er group 611 and the second server group 612 and can
allocate connection to instances having low processing
load every time there is a connection request from the
wireless terminal. As examples of the monitored metrics,
there are a CPU load, a memory utilization rate, disk read,
disk write, a network traffic reception amount, and a net-
work traffic transmission amount.
[0056] In addition, a correspondence relation of the first
server group 611 and the second server group 612 can
be selected using the third server group 620. When the
first server group 611 receives a GTP connection start
request (GTP-C) including IMSI, TEID, etc. of the wire-
less terminal, the first server group 611 transmits a Cre-
ateSession message to the third server group 620 and
the third server group 620 receiving the message can
select the second server group 612 as the destination on
the basis of the metrics of the processing capabilities
generated by continuously or intermittently monitoring a
utilization situation of the CPU, the memory, the storage,
and the network traffic of the computing resources of the
second server group 612. By recording a correspond-
ence of an identifier of an L2 tunnel, an identification
number of the wireless terminal, IP addresses of the first
server group 611, IP addresses of the second server
group 612 at the third server group 620 when there is the
GTP connection start request, a session of the L2 tunnel
can be recovered when a failure occurs in the first server
group 611 or the second server group 612.
[0057] The connection start request can be received
at the first server group 611 and the first server group
611 can perform a function on a C plane. However, a C
plane server group performing the function on the C plane
can be separately provided as a part of the gateway 610
or a part of the communication system 600. In this way,
the computing resources of the first server group 611 can
be used for simultaneous connection with more appara-
tuses. In this case, the first server group 611 does not
receive the connection start request and does not have
the function on the C plane.
[0058] As examples of the additional data processing
at the gateway, an alert can be generated in response
to a communication situation of one set of SIM cards to
which a group ID is allocated for example. It is possible
to output an alert or adjust the communication band when
a predetermined communication amount set by a con-
tract of the SIM cards is exceeded by monitoring the com-
munication situation using each SIM card.
[0059] As examples of an IP network accessed by the
wireless terminal, there is a private system in addition to
the Internet. The private system includes an on-premise
private system, a different IP network on the same cloud
or an IP network on the different cloud when at least a
part of the gateway 610 is realized on a cloud. The com-
munication system 600 or the gateway 610 and these
private systems can be connected by a dedicated line or

a virtual dedicated line.

Fourth Embodiment

[0060] Fig. 8 illustrates a setting change screen 800 of
a plurality of SIM cards according to an embodiment of
the present invention. When an MVNO 230A who is a
user of SIM cards makes access to a web page on a
management server of an MVNE 210 or on a server ac-
cessible to information stored in the management server,
the management screen 800 of the plurality of SIM cards
of which the MVNO 230A is the user can browsed.
[0061] In addition to an identification number 801 given
to each SIM card, a name 802, a group name 803, utili-
zation status 804, a type 805 of communication quality
given to the SIM card, an expiration date 806, etc. are
displayed.
[0062] Here, the type 805 of the communication quality
can be selected by a click and the like and set speed
limit, capacity limit, time slot limit, etc. can be changed
as needed. The changed communication quality is stored
at the management server together with the identification
number of the SIM card.
[0063] When there are more than two groups 803, a
search specifying a group can be performed by selecting
the group by pull-down 900 to select a search condition
placed on the right side of the search window of Fig. 9.
If the group is designated and the search is performed,
a list of SIM cards associated with the group is displayed
as illustrated in Fig. 8, in this case "test group 1". There-
fore, the setting can be collectively changed by checking
the left check box and appropriately selecting from the
"operation" for example.
[0064] For example, if the list of SIM cards associated
with the "test group 1" is displayed and the group is
changed to "test group 3", a transition of SIM registration
between the groups is easily made.
[0065] After one or more SIM cards and a user ID are
associated with each other, the management can be
started by setting the communication status 804 to "in-
active". By setting the communication status to inactive,
generation of communication charges can be sup-
pressed until communication is actually necessary.
[0066] In the case in which the MVNO 230A is specified
at the MVNE 210 and a registration code or registration
information is transmitted digitally to the MVNO 230A and
the SIM cards are delivered separately, when the SIM
cards are dispatched, the communication status 804 can
be set to "dispatching". It can be changed to "in-use"
when the MVNO 230A inputs the registration information
for example by inputting the registration code. Alterna-
tively, when a predetermined date and time or a prede-
termined period passes, the communication status can
be changed to "in-use".

Fifth Embodiment

[0067] If the case in which an IoT apparatus provider

11 12 



EP 3 309 740 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

is an MVNO 230A described in the first embodiment is
used as an example again, the case in which an IoT ap-
paratus leased from the IoT apparatus provider is as-
signed can be considered. In this case, a user of SIM
cards mounted on the IoT apparatus also changes from
a first MVNO to a second MVNO. In a management serv-
er of an MVNE 210, this change can be reflected.
[0068] The first MVNO that desires to change the user
of one or more SIM cards it has been using by assign-
ment, re-renting, etc. first sends a change application of
the user to the MVNE 210. After receiving the change
application, the MVNE 210 generates registration infor-
mation including a passcode or a registration code rep-
resenting the registration information. At this time, the
management server of the MVNE 210 can change the
communication status 804 of the SIM cards targeted by
the change application to "inactive" and it is possible not
to display these SIM cards on a management screen 800
of the first MVNO.
[0069] The first MVNO receives the registration code
or the registration information generated by the MVNE
210 and provides the registration code or the registration
information to the second MVNO, together with an ap-
paratus in some cases. The second MVNO inputs the
received registration code or registration information to
the management server of the MVNE 210, similar to the
first embodiment or the second embodiment, so that the
SIM cards can be associated with a user ID of the second
MVNO.
[0070] In this way, giving and receiving of SIM cards
between MVNOs, that is, the change of user ID can be
performed easily and securely, and for example assign-
ing and re-renting of the IoT apparatuses can be easily
performed.

Reference Signs List

[0071]

210 MVNE
211 database of MVNE
220 MNO
221 database of MNO
230A, 230B MVNO
400 management screen
410 user ID
420 "SIM registration" button
403 group name corresponding to group identifier
600 communication system (communication plat-
form)
610 gateway
611 first server group
612 second server group
620 server accessible from second server group
(third server group)
700 communication system (communication plat-
form)
710 gateway

711 first server group
712 second server group
800 setting change screen (management screen)
801 identification number
802 name of SIM card
803 group name
804 status
805 SIM type
806 expiration date
900 pull-down to select search condition

Claims

1. A management method for using one or more sub-
scriber identity module, SIM, cards, comprising
steps of:

a server in a mobile virtual network enabler,
MVNE (220), the server being on a cloud and
being connected to an infrastructure of a mobile
network operator, MNO (220), receiving regis-
tration information for registering one or more
SIM cards from a user of a mobile virtual network
operator, MVNO (230A, 230B), using the one or
more SIM cards; and the server associating the
one or more SIM cards, one or more identifica-
tion numbers (801) of which are specified by the
received registration information, with a user ID
(410) of the user of the MVNO (230A, 230B)
using the one or more SIM cards, and the server
perfoming management of a communication
quality,
the server providing a management screen
(400) for the user ID,
wherein the communication quality for each
identification number is at least one of speed
limit and capacity limit, and
the communication quality is changeable by the
user of said MVNO (230A, 230B) on the man-
agement screen (400) provided for the user ID.

2. The management method according to claim 1,
wherein the communication status is changeable on
the management screen.

3. The management method according to claim 1,
wherein the registration information includes a group
ID (403, 803) allocated to the one or more SIM cards
as a set of SIM cards.

4. A computer program comprising executable code
which, when run in a server connected to an infra-
structure of an MNO (220) causes said server to per-
form the management method according to any of
claims 1 to 3.

5. A management server connected to an infrastructure
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of an MNO (220) for using one or more SIM cards,
wherein the management server is arranged to per-
form the management method according to any of
claims 1 to 3.

Patentansprüche

1. Verwaltungsverfahren zum Verwenden einer oder
mehreren Teilnehmeridentitätsmodul-SIM-Karten,
umfassend die folgenden Schritte:

Empfangen, durch einen Server in einem mobi-
len virtuellen Netzwerk-Enabler, MVNE (220),
wobei der Server in einem Cloud ist und mit einer
Infrastruktur eines mobilen Netzwerkbetreiber,
MNO (220) verbunden ist, von Anmeldedaten
zum Anmelden einer oder mehrerer SIM-Karten
von einem Benutzer eines mobilen virtuellen
Netzwerkbetreibers, MVNO (230A, 230B), der
die eine oder die mehreren SIM-Karten benutzt;
und
der Server die eine oder die mehreren SIM-Kar-
ten, deren eine oder mehrere Identifizierungs-
nummern (801) durch die empfangenen Anmel-
deinformationen spezifiziert sind, einer User-ID
(410) des Benutzers des MVNO (230A, 230B)
zuordnet, der die eine oder die mehreren SIM-
Karten benutzt und
der Server die Verwaltung einer Kommunikati-
onsqualität ausführt,
der Server einen Verwaltungsbildschirm (400)
für die Benutzer-ID bereitstellt,
wobei die Kommunikationsqualität für jede Iden-
tifizierungsnummer mindestens eines von einer
Geschwindigkeitsgrenze undeiner Kapazitäts-
grenze ist, und
wobei die Kommunikationsqualität von dem Be-
nutzer des MVNO (230A, 230B) auf dem Ver-
waltungsbildschirm (400) veränderbar ist, wel-
cher für die Benutzer-ID bereitgestellt wurde.

2. Verwaltungsverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Kommunikationszustand auf dem Verwaltungsbild-
schirm veränderbar ist.

3. Verwaltungsverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Anmeldeinformationen eine Gruppen-ID (403, 803)
umfassen, welche der einen oder den mehreren
SIM-Karten als Satz von SIM-Karten zugeordnet
wird.

4. Computerprogramm, welches ausführbaren Code
umfasst, welcher, wenn in einem Server ausgeführt,
der mit einer Infrastruktur eines MNO (220) verbun-
den ist, veranlasst, dass der Server das Verwal-
tungsverfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3
ausführt.

5. Verwaltungsserver, welcher mit einer Infrastruktur
eines MNO (220) verbunden ist, um eine oder meh-
rere SIM-Karten zu benutzen, wobei der Verwal-
tungsserver ausgebildet ist, um das Verwaltungsver-
fahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3 auszufüh-
ren.

Revendications

1. Procédé de gestion pour l’utilisation d’une ou plu-
sieurs cartes de module d’identité d’abonné, SIM,
comprenant les étapes de:

un serveur, dans un facilitateur de réseau virtuel
mobile, MVNE (220), le serveur se trouvant sur
un nuage et étant connecté à une infrastructure
d’un opérateur de réseau mobile, MNO (220),
recevant des informations d’inscription pour
l’inscription d’une ou plusieurs cartes SIM d’un
utilisateur d’un opérateur de réseau virtuel mo-
bile, MVNO (230A, 230B), utilisant la une ou plu-
sieurs cartes SIM; et
le serveur associant la une ou plusieurs cartes
SIM, dont un ou plusieurs numéros d’identifica-
tion (801) sont spécifiés par les informations
d’inscription reçues, à un ID d’utilisateur (410)
de l’utilisateur du MVNO (230A, 230B) utilisant
la une ou plusieurs cartes SIM, et
le serveur effectuant la gestion d’une qualité de
communication,
le serveur fournissant un écran de gestion (400)
pour l’ID d’utilisateur,
dans lequel la qualité de communication pour
chaque numéro d’identification est au moins une
parmi une limitation de vitesse et une limitation
de capacité, et
la qualité de communication est modifiable par
l’utilisateur dudit MVNO (230A, 230B) sur
l’écran de gestion (400) prévu pour l’ID d’utilisa-
teur.

2. Procédé de gestion selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le statut de communication peut être modifié
sur l’écran de gestion.

3. Procédé de gestion selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel les informations d’inscription incluent un ID
de groupe (403, 803) alloué à la une ou plusieurs
cartes SIM comme un ensemble de cartes SIM.

4. Programme informatique comprenant un code exé-
cutable qui, lorsque exécuté dans un serveur con-
necté à une infrastructure d’un MNO (220) amène
ledit serveur à réaliser le procédé de gestion selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3.

5. Serveur de gestion connecté à une infrastructure
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d’un MNO (220) pour l’utilisation d’une ou plusieurs
cartes SIM, dans lequel le serveur de gestion est
configuré pour réaliser le procédé de gestion selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3.
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