
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

81
3 

13
7

A
1

TEPZZ 8_¥_¥7A_T
(11) EP 2 813 137 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
17.12.2014 Bulletin 2014/51

(21) Application number: 13172193.8

(22) Date of filing: 15.06.2013

(51) Int Cl.:
A01F 25/13 (2006.01) A01F 25/16 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(71) Applicant: Mathijssen, Johannes Adrianus 
Wilhelmus Maria
4873 LW  Etten-Leur (NL)

(72) Inventor: Mathijssen, Johannes Adrianus 
Wilhelmus Maria
4873 LW  Etten-Leur (NL)

(74) Representative: Doolaar, Frans
Inaday Patent B.V. 
Hengelosestraat 141
7521 AA  Enschede (NL)

(54) Drapable cover, silo and ensilage method

(57) Cover for ensilage, comprising a drapable sheet
(3,7) and a tubular drain (4,8) extending along an edge
of the drapable sheet and having a main axis in that di-
rection, the tubular drain being arranged to allow water

to enter the tubular drain from a direction perpendicular
to the axis and for draining it in a direction parallel to the
main axis.
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Description

Technical field

[0001] The invention relates to a cover for ensilage, a
silo and an ensilage method.

Background

[0002] Ensilage is a commonly used method for having
on fodder available at farms in winter time. The silage, i.
e. the product of ensilage is fermented stored fodder.
The silage can be fed to ruminants (cud-chewing animals
such as cattle and sheep) or used as a biofuel feedstock
for anaerobic digesters.
[0003] For instance in the Netherlands, silage is made
by placing cut green vegetation in a silo. A known silo
has two opposing concrete side walls defining a rectan-
gular silo. Between the two opposing walls, there is a flat,
concrete floor. Before filling the silo with fresh crop, a
piece of canvas is placed over each wall such that a part
of the first canvas lies on the concrete floor along the
length of the wall. After filling, the two pieces of canvas
are folded over the crop and over each other. For optimal
the fermenting and storing the crop is covered with a
watertight cover such that it is prevented that rain drains
from between the pieces of canvas and the walls and
then underneath the canvas into the silage, two additional
pieces of canvas are used, one for each wall. A first ad-
ditional canvas is placed over the first wall and the already
prevent canvas. A second additional canvas is placed
over the second wall, the already present canvas and
over the first additional canvas. To prevent that wind dis-
turbs the watertight closure and that gas from the fer-
menting process opens a gap between the overlying
parts of the different pieces of canvas, the silo is covered
by heavy bulk material. The heavy bulk material may be
formed by a considerable amount of sand or old car tires.
[0004] Because the first and second additional pieces
of canvas need to close the gap between the walls and
the first and second canvas, they have to extend over
the wall. This however precludes that a second silo is
located directly besides the silo, using one of the walls
of the silo as its own wall. This is because rain captured
by the first or second additional piece of canvas would
be drained to the second silo.
[0005] It is desirable to be able to use two silos next to
each other, sharing a side wall.
[0006] The object of the invention is reached by a cover
for ensilage, comprising a drapable sheet and a tubular
drain extending along an edge of the drapable sheet and
having a main axis in that direction, the tubular drain be-
ing arranged to allow water to enter the tubular drain from
a direction perpendicular to the axis and for draining it in
a direction parallel to the main axis.
[0007] Because the drapable sheet has a tubular drain
on the edge, in use the drain can be placed on the silo
floor in the corner where the wall and the silo floor meet.

In use, rain on the drapable sheet will flow to the drain
and be drained out of the silo.
[0008] In an embodiment of the invention wherein the
diameter of the tubular drain is larger than the thickness
of the drapable sheet, the cover comprises a further dra-
pable sheet with a further edge provided with a further
tubular drain at the further edge, the further tubular drain
having a further diameter larger than the thickness of the
further drapable sheet, the drapable sheet and the further
drapable sheet being provided with means to strap the
drapable sheet to the further drapable sheet while exert-
ing a pulling force.
[0009] Because the diameter of the tubular drain is
larger than the thickness of the drapable sheet, the weight
of the silage pressing on the tubular drain keeps the tu-
bular drain fixed even if the means to strap the drapable
sheet to the further drapable sheet exert a pulling force
on the drapable sheet.
[0010] Similarly, because the further drain has a larger
diameter than the thickness of the further drapable sheet,
the weight of the silage pressing on the further drain
keeps the further drain fixed even if the means exert a
pulling force on the further drapable sheet. When the
drapable sheet is strapped to the further drapable sheet,
the drapable sheet and the further drapable sheet apply
pressure to the silage. This is advantageous for the high-
est layer of crop, as the ensilage depends on the pressure
in the silage and this pressure is applied by the drapable
sheet and the further drapable sheet. Lower layers of
crop also are under pressure of the weight of the crop on
top of it. Because the drapable sheet and the further dra-
pable sheet apply pressure to the silo, there is no need
to load the silo with heavy bulk material such as sand or
car tires
[0011] In an embodiment of the invention, the drapable
sheet and the further drapable sheet are made from wa-
tertight material.
[0012] Because the drapable sheet and the further dra-
pable sheet are watertight, in use water on the drapable
sheet will flow to the drain and in use water on the further
drapable sheet will flow to the further drain. This keeps
water (for instance from rain) out of the silage which is
advantageous for the ensilage and prevents rotting of
the silage.
[0013] In an embodiment of the invention, there is pro-
vided a silo comprising a first side wall, a second side
wall and a third side wall, the first side wall and the second
side wall defining a first compartment and the third side
wall and the second side wall defining a second compart-
ment, the first compartment comprising the cover accord-
ing to the invention.
[0014] Because the first compartment and the second
compartment share a wall, the second side wall, the costs
for the silo are relatively cheap.
[0015] According to an embodiment of the invention,
there is provided an ensilage method comprising the
steps of

1 2 



EP 2 813 137 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

- draping a first part of a cover for ensilage over a first
side wall of a silo, the first part comprising a first
drapable sheet and a first tubular drain extending
along a first edge of the first drapable sheet and hav-
ing a main axis in that direction, the tubular drain
being arranged to allow water to enter the tubular
drain from a direction perpendicular to the main axis
and for draining it in a direction parallel to the main
axis, wherein the first part is placed such that the
tubular drain is in the corner between the first wall
and a floor of the silo;

- draping a second part of the cover over a second
side wall of the silo, the second part comprising a
second drapable sheet and a second tubular drain
extending along a second edge of the second dra-
pable sheet and having a further main axis in that
direction, the second tubular drain being arranged
to allow water to enter the tubular drain from a direc-
tion perpendicular to the further main axis and for
draining it in a direction parallel to the further main
axis, wherein the second part is draped such that
the second tubular drain is in the corner between the
second side wall and the floor;

- filling the silo with material which is to be processed
into silage

- covering the material to be processed into silage with
the first part of the cover and the second part of the
cover.

[0016] Because the first tubular drain and the second
tubular drain allow (rain)water to enter from the side and
are placed in the corners of the respective side walls and
the floor of the silo, they will drain (rain)water that has
fallen onto the silo from the cover.
[0017] According to an embodiment of the invention
wherein the diameter of the first tubular drain is larger
than the thickness of the first drapable sheet and wherein
the diameter of the second tubular drain is larger than
the thickness of the second drapable sheet, the method
furher comprises

- strapping the first drapable sheet to the second dra-
pable sheet such that the first drapable sheet is under
tension of a pull towards the second side wall and
the second drapable sheet is under tension of a pull
towards the first side wall.

[0018] Because the diameter of the first tubular drain
is larger than the thickness of the first drapable sheet,
the weight of the silage pressing on the tubular drain
keeps the tubular drain fixed even if the means to strap
the drapable sheet to the further drapable sheet exert a
pulling force on the drapable sheet.
[0019] Similarly, because the further drain has a larger
diameter than the thickness of the further drapable sheet,
the weight of the silage pressing on the further drain
keeps the further drain fixed even if the means exert a
pulling force on the further drapable sheet. When the

drapable sheet is strapped to the further drapable sheet,
the drapable sheet and the further drapable sheet apply
pressure to the silage. This is advantageous for the high-
est layer of crop, as the ensilage depends on the pressure
in the silage and this pressure is applied by the drapable
sheet and the further drapable sheet. Lower layers of
crop also are under pressure of the weight of the crop on
top of it. Because the drapable sheet and the further dra-
pable sheet apply pressure to the silo, there is no need
to load the silo with heavy bulk material such as sand or
car tires.
[0020] According to a further embodiment, the ensi-
lage method comprises using a first drapable sheet of
watertight material and a second drapable sheet of wa-
tertight material.
[0021] Because the first drapable sheet and the sec-
ond drapable sheet are of watertight material and be-
cause the (rain)water falling onto the cover is drained via
the first tubular drain and second tubular drain, no further
watertight sheeting is needed.
[0022] Examples of embodiments the invention will
now be described with reference to the accompanying
schematic drawings. Corresponding reference symbols
in the schematic drawings indicate corresponding parts.
The schematic drawings are not necessarily to scale and
certain features may be exaggerated to better illustrate
and explain the present invention. Further, the examples
are not intended to be exhaustive or otherwise limit or
restrict the invention to the precise configurations shown
in the drawings and disclosed in the following detailed
description.

Figure 1 shows a cross section of a silo without silage
Figure 2 shows a cross section of a silo with silage
inside
Figure 3 shows a first part of an ensilage cover with
tubular drain
Figure 4 shows a second part of an ensilage cover
with tubular drain
Figure 5 shows a cross section of a silo with 2 com-
partments

Detailed description

[0023] Different stages of ensilage according to the in-
vention will now be described. A silo according to the
invention comprises a first side wall (1) with a first length
and a second side wall (2) having a second length(figure
1). The first side wall (1) and the second side wall (2)
oppose each other along their length directions. The first
side wall and the second side wall may be made of con-
crete or stone. Between the first side wall (1) and the
second side wall (2) there is a floor (5), which may be
concrete as well. The floor (5) for instance is flat. In the
direction from the first wall (1) to the second wall (2) it
may be levelled. Preferably in the direction of a load open-
ing of the silo, the concrete floor is slightly tilted down-
ward. The first side wall and the second side wall are
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typically between 30 and 100 m long. The floor (5) is
typically between 5 and 24 meters wide. The first side
wall (1) and the second side wall (2) are typically 0,8 to
3 m high. As the skilled person will understand, the di-
mensions will vary widely even outside the given num-
bers in practise.
[0024] A first drapable sheet (3) is draped over the first
side wall (1). The first drapable sheet (3) forms a part of
a first part (100) of a cover. The first part (100) of the
cover and the first drapable sheet (3) have a rectangular
shape (figure 3). The longest direction of the first cover
is parallel to the direction of the length of the first side
wall (1). The drapable sheet material may be from a
breathable cloth, such as a breathable nonwoven or wo-
ven fabric. Along a first edge of the first drapable sheet,
the first cover comprises a first tubular drain (4) with a
first main axis extending along the first edge. The tubular
drain is arranged to drain along the main axis which may
be achieved by positioning it not exactly level, such as
on the silo floor (5). The first tubular drain (4) is arranged
to allow water (for instance from rain) to enter the tubular
drain from the direction perpendicular to the first main
axis, i.e. from the side. For this reason the first tubular
drain (4) may comprise a plurality of holes (not shown)
to allow rainwater to enter the tubular drain. The tubular
drain is rolled into the first drapable sheet (3).
[0025] The first tubular drain (4) is placed in the corner
between an inner surface (6) of the first concrete wall (1),
such that rain flowing down along the first drapable sheet
can flow into the first tubular drain (4). The first tubular
drain extends along the length of the first side wall (1).
The diameter of the first tubular drain is larger than the
thickness of the first drapable sheet (3).
[0026] The first part (100) of the cover further compris-
es a first pull element (101), which has an elongated form
and is of a material more rigid than the first drapable
sheet (3). The first pull element (101) may be a metal bar
or pipe. The first pull element is attached to the side facing
the first side wall (1). The first pull element is attached to
the first drapable sheet (3) by running it through a first
tunnel (102) extending in the direction parallel to the first
edge. The first cover may also comprise a plurality of
parallel first tunnels (102). The first tunnel or one of the
first tunnels may be on a further edge of the first drapable
sheet (3), the further edge being the edge parallel to the
first edge.
[0027] In a similar way, a second part (200) of the cover
comprises a second drapable sheet (7) and a second
tubular drain (8) along a second edge of the second dra-
pable sheet. The second part (200) of the cover is also
rectangular and the second edge is one of the two longer
edges (figure 4). The second drapable sheet (7) is draped
over the second side wall (2). The second tubular drain
(8) has a second main axis extending along the second
edge. The second tubular drain (8) is arranged to allow
water (for instance rainwater) to enter the second tubular
drain (8) from the direction perpendicular to the second
main axis, i.e. from the side. For this purpose the second

tubular drain (8) may comprise a further plurality of holes
(not shown) to allow rainwater to enter the tubular drain.
The tubular drain is rolled into the second drapable sheet
(7). The second tubular drain is placed in the corner be-
tween a further inner surface (9) of the second side wall
(2). The diameter of the second tubular drain is larger
than the thickness of the second drapable sheet (7).
[0028] The second part (200) of the cover further com-
prises a second pull element (201). The second pull el-
ement may be a long, relatively unbendable product,
such as a bar or a pipe and extends along a further sec-
ond edge which is parallel to the second edge and forms
one of the longer edges of the rectangular shaped second
part (200) of the cover. The second pull element (201)
may run through a second tunnel (202) formed by the
second drapable sheet along the further second edge.
[0029] A first drapable watertight sheet (51) is placed
over the first drapable sheet (3) such that it partially cov-
ers the floor (5) of the silo and such that it extends over
the top of the first side wall (1) (not shown in figure 1). A
second drapable watertight sheet (52) is placed over the
second drapable sheet (7) such that it partially covers
the floor (5) and such that it extends over the top of the
second side wall. The second drapable watertight sheet
is not shown in figure 1.
[0030] In a next stage, the silo is filled with a layer of
crop (10) which by fermenting will turn into silage fodder.
This is shown in figure 2. The crop may be grass crops,
including maize, sorghum or other cereals and may be
formed from the entire green plant (i.e. not just the grain).
Examples are ordinary grasses, clovers, alfalfa, vetches,
oats, rye and maize.
[0031] Then the first drapable watertight sheet and the
second drapable watertight sheet are folded over the lay-
er of crop such that the end that earlier extended over
the top of the first and second side walls overlap each
other.
[0032] As a further step, the first drapable sheet (3) is
folded over first drapable watertight sheet and next the
second drapable sheet (7) is folded over second water-
tight sheet to partly overlap the first drapable sheet (3)
at the end furthest away from the second tubular drain
(8). Then the first pull bar and the second pull bar are
pulled to each other using a plurality of straps and buckles
which are not shown in figures 1,2 and 5. The plurality
of straps may be attached to the first cover such that
each has an end that runs in a loop around the first pull
bar via openings (104) and is then sewn onto itself. The
second cover may comprise a second plurality of open-
ings (204) through which the straps may be looped and
comprise buckles to fasten the straps while applying a
pulling force to pull the first pull bar and the second pull
bar to each other. The straps may also be of other known
types, such as those for instance the types used to secure
load onto a truck.
[0033] Next to the second wall (2) there is a third wall
(20) running parallel to the second wall. This is shown in
figure 5. The third wall and second wall define a second
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compartment just as the first wall and the second wall
define a first compartment. The arrangement of the fur-
ther compartment is similar to that of the first compart-
ment and is used for the same purpose. For instance,
the third wall may be of concrete or stone. Obviously the
combined ensilage capacity is larger than that of only the
first or second compartment.
[0034] As an example, as sketched in figure 5 the sec-
ond compartment is filled to a higher extend than the first
compartment: the silage is stacked higher. Similar to the
first compartment, the silage in the second compartment
is covered by a second cover comprising a third drapable
sheet (30) and a forth cover comprising a forth drapable
sheet (70). A third tubular drain (40) is attached to a third
edge of the third drapable sheet (30). A forth tubular drain
(80) is attached to a forth edge of the forth drapable sheet.
[0035] However, third and forth drapable sheet are
themselves from watertight material. The watertight ma-
terial may for instance be from drapable plastic sheeting
or rubbery materials.
[0036] As the third and forth drapable sheet are water-
tight, there are no additional separate watertight sheets
in the second compartment. In this case, the third tubular
drain (40) and the forth tubular drain (80) are not rolled
into respectively the third and forth drapable sheet but
for instance glued to them. Alternatively, the third edge
of the third drapable sheet and the forth edge of the forth
drapable sheet may be thicker than the sheet material.
The thicker parts are placed within a rail extending along
the length of the third tubular drain (40) and the forth
tubular drain (80). The fit within the rails is a watertight
fit of any suitable type.
[0037] In an embodiment the first pull element and the
second pull element are much shorter than the length of
the silo. The length of the first pull element and the second
pull element corresponds with the portion of the silage
that is taken out in for instance a day. This makes that
the silo can be opened only at the ensilage to be used
within short notice, while keeping the rest of the ensilage
under pressure. To arrange this, the first pull bar and the
second pull bar are in opposing positions in the tunnel.

Claims

1. Cover for ensilage, comprising a drapable sheet
(3,7) and a tubular drain (4,8) extending along an
edge of the drapable sheet and having a main axis
in that direction, the tubular drain being arranged to
allow water to enter the tubular drain from a direction
perpendicular to the axis and for draining it in a di-
rection parallel to the main axis.

2. Cover according to claim 1 wherein the diameter of
the tubular drain (4) is larger than the thickness of
the drapable sheet (3), the cover comprising a further
drapable sheet (7) with a further edge provided with
a further tubular drain (8) at the further edge, the

further tubular drain having a further diameter larger
than the thickness of the further drapable sheet, the
drapable sheet and the further drapable sheet being
provided with means to strap the drapable sheet to
the further drapable sheet while exerting a pulling
force.

3. Cover according to claims 1 or 2, wherein the dra-
pable sheet and the further drapable sheet are made
from watertight material.

4. Silo comprising a first side wall (1) a second side
wall (2) and a third side wall, the first side wall and
the second side wall defining a first compartment
and the third side wall and the second side wall de-
fining a second compartment, the first compartment
comprising the cover according to claim 1, 2 or 3.

5. Ensilage method comprising

- draping a first part (100) of a cover for ensilage
over a first side wall (1) of a silo, the first part
comprising a first drapable sheet (3) and a first
tubular drain (4) extending along a first edge of
the first drapable sheet and having a main axis
in that direction, the tubular drain being arranged
to allow water to enter the tubular drain from a
direction perpendicular to the main axis and for
draining it in a direction parallel to the main axis
and for draining it in a direction parallel to the
main axis, wherein the first part is placed such
that the tubular drain is in the corner between
the first wall and a floor (5) of the silo;
- draping a second part (200) of a cover for en-
silage over a second side wall (2) of the silo, the
second part (200) comprising a second drapable
sheet (7) and a second tubular drain (8) extend-
ing along a second edge of the second drapable
sheet and having a further main axis in that di-
rection, the second tubular drain being arranged
to allow water to enter the tubular drain from a
direction perpendicular to the further main axis
and for draining it in a direction parallel to the
further main axis, wherein the second part is
draped such that the tubular drain is in the corner
between the second side wall and the floor;
- filling the silo with material (10) which is to be
processed into silage;
- covering the material to be processed into si-
lage with the first part of the cover and the sec-
ond part of the cover.

6. Ensilage method according to claim 5 wherein the
diameter of the first tubular drain is larger than the
thickness of the first drapable sheet and wherein the
diameter of the second tubular drain is larger than
the thickness of the second drapable sheet, com-
prising
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- strapping the first drapable sheet (3) to the sec-
ond drapable sheet (7) such that the first drapa-
ble sheet is under tension of a pull towards the
second side wall (2) and the second drapable
sheet (7) is under tension of a pull towards the
first side wall (1).

7. Ensilage method according to claim 5 or 6, compris-
ing

- using a first drapable sheet (3) of watertight
material and a second drapable sheet (7) of wa-
tertight material.
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