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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a retractable
handle arrangement for a door or other type of closure.
Aspects of the disclosure relate to a handle arrangement,
a body component and to a vehicle.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The invention will be described in the context
of a car door, but it could also be used with other closures
such as trunks/tailgates, or with other types of vehicles
such as boats or aircraft. In a broad sense, the invention
may also be used in non-vehicle applications.
[0003] A relatively recent development in the design
of vehicle door handles is the retractable handle in which
a flush-mounted handle is retractably mounted to the ve-
hicle door such that the handle is flush with an outer door
skin of the vehicle. This means that the handle can move
between two states: a stowed or retracted state in which
the handle is flush-mounted and a deployed or extended
state in which the handle protrudes from the surrounding
door surface so that it may be grasped by a user.
[0004] Once the handle is in the deployed state, it can
be pulled, usually against a spring bias, to move the han-
dle towards a third, operative, state to unlatch the door.
In moving to the operative state the handle may unlatch
the door mechanically, for example by acting on a Bow-
den cable coupled to the door latch, or electrically by
acting on an electrical switch coupled to the latch. Exam-
ples of such a vehicle door handle are described in the
applicant’s co-pending US patent application no.
US2013/0241215 A1 and published PCT application no.
WO2012/175647.
[0005] In the context of retractable door handles, the
handles themselves may be movable between the
stowed and deployed states mechanically or by electrical
means. For example, in a handle arrangement used in
some cars, a flush-mounted handle comprises a bar-like
handle pivotally attached near one of its ends to a door.
In the stowed state the handle lies flush with the door
skin and, in the deployed state, the major portion of the
handle pivots away from the door skin so that a user can
grasp the handle and pull it further into the operative state
to unlatch the door. A user moves the handle between
the stowed and deployed states simply by pressing the
front end of the handle against a spring bias so that the
rear portion pivots outwardly. Although this scheme pro-
vides a relatively simple mechanical action, it is rather
unintuitive to use and requires a two-handed operation
which is undesirable.
[0006] In contrast, an electrically-actuated scheme is
implemented in some other cars. Here, a flush-mounted
strap-type handle is actuated electrically between a
stowed state in which the outer surface of the handle is
flush with the door skin and a deployed state in which

the outer surface of the handle is spaced from the door
skin and so reveals a grab-loop which can be grasped
by a user. The handle is moved from the stowed to the
deployed state by means of a sensing system which
senses the presence of a person next to the door or about
to grab the handle. The sensing system may also be con-
figured to command the handle into a deployed state in
response to a deployment signal transmitted by a suitable
control device, e.g. a remote key fob of the vehicle.
[0007] Since the handle is activated automatically and
deploys into a deployed state without mechanical input
from a user, it is intuitive to use and offers a characteristic
’surprise and delight’ feature of the vehicle. However,
when a handle is powered electrically, there is a potential
problem when electrical power is unavailable.
[0008] It is against this background that the invention
has been devised.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] In an aspect of the invention, the invention re-
sides in a retractable handle arrangement comprising a
handle movable between stowed, deployed and opera-
tive states, and including first and second deployment
mechanisms both of which are operable independently
to move the handle from the stowed state to the deployed
state. The first deployment mechanism is electrically ac-
tuated and the second deployment mechanism is man-
ually actuated. The second deployment mechanism is a
two-state latching mechanism operable between a com-
pressed state and an extended state, which may be a
so-called ’push-push’ mechanism, in the sense that the
mechanism is pushed to unlatch it, and a second push
re-latches it e.g. by a small inboard movement of the
handle where the door handle may recess below the sur-
rounding surface of the door. In transitioning from the
compressed state to the extended state, the latching
mechanism is arranged to bear against a support struc-
ture and exert a force on the handle to urge it into the
deployed state. The handle comprises a handle loop, the
handle loop providing a handgrip that defines an outer
surface, with end pieces at opposed ends spacing the
handgrip from an inner member, and the latching mech-
anism is located on an inboard side of the inner member
of the handle loop and extends away from it so as to be
cooperable with the support structure.
[0010] DE 10 2006 048371 discloses a known door
handle arrangement for a motor vehicle according to the
preamble of claim 1.
[0011] An advantage of the invention is that if the first
deployment means fails, the second deployment means
is still able to deploy the handle so that the user can open
the door. The handle arrangement is particularly benefi-
cial in circumstances where the electrically operated de-
ployment mechanism fails, and the user is still able to
access the handle to, e.g. open the door of the vehicle.
[0012] The latch mechanism may have a latched state
corresponding to a stowed position of the handle, al-
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though the handle can also be deployed by the first de-
ployment mechanism with the second deployment mech-
anism in this state.
[0013] The invention can also be expressed as a body
component for a vehicle including a retractable handle
arrangement of any one of claims 1 to 4, the body com-
ponent comprising a door panel having an outer surface
that defines an aperture for receiving the handle. The
aperture receives the handle as a close fit and the outer
surface of the handle is shaped to match and to lie flush
with the outer surface of the panel when the handle is in
a stowed position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] One or more embodiments of the invention will
now be described, by way of example only, with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a vehicle door panel
equipped with a retractable door handle arrange-
ment being shown in a stowed state;

Figure 2 is a view from above of the handle arrange-
ment in Figure 1 installed within the door panel;

Figure 3a is a view of the handle arrangement shown
in Figure 2 but here it is shown in a deployed state;

Figure 3b is a view of the handle arrangement like
that in Figure 3a but shown in an operative state;

Figure 4a is a view similar to that in Figure 2, but in
which the handle is shown transitioning into an
’emergency release’ state;

Figure 4b shows the handle arrangement of Figure
4a partially deployed following activation into the
emergency release state; and

Figure 5 is a partial perspective view of the handle
in Figure 4b being partially deployed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0015] A detailed description of specific embodiments
of a door handle arrangement according to the invention
will now be provided. It will be understood that the em-
bodiments described are merely examples of the way in
which certain aspects of the invention may be implement-
ed and do not represent an exhaustive list of all the ways
the invention may be embodied. The Figures are not nec-
essarily to scale and some features may be minimise,
exaggerated, simplified or omitted for reasons of clarity
and to show certain components more clearly. Well-
known components, structures, techniques materials or
methods/processes are not necessarily described in
great detail in order to avoid obscuring the inventive con-

cept. It will be apparent to the skilled person that the
invention may be put into effect without the specific de-
tails or that variations may be made to those specific
features in question, without departing from the scope of
the invention as defined by the appended claims.
[0016] Referring firstly to Figure 1, a door handle ar-
rangement 2 of an embodiment of the invention is retract-
able with respect to a door of a vehicle. An outer surface
or ’door skin’ 4 is shown here as representing the door,
but can in principle be any body component that requires
a handle, for example a tailgate. The door handle ar-
rangement includes a handle 6 that is substantially flush-
mounted with respect to the door skin 4 when the handle
is in a stowed state, as shown here. The handle 6 is
operable to transition from the stowed state to a deployed
state in which it protrudes from the door skin 4 so that it
can be grasped by a user, as will be described.
[0017] The door skin 4 is penetrated by a horizontally-
extending slot 8 that receives the handle 6 in a close fit.
The outer surface 10 of the handle 6 is shaped to match
that of the slot 8 and lies flush with the surrounding sur-
face of the door skin 4 when the handle is stowed as in
Figure 1. The shape of the slot 8 and the outer surface
10 of the handle 6 is chosen largely for aesthetic reasons
and is immaterial in terms of function.
[0018] Although in Figure 1 only the outer surface 10
of the handle 6 can be seen, the remaining Figures show
the handle arrangement 2 in more detail.
[0019] The retractable handle arrangement 2 compris-
es a drive means/arrangement 12 which is operable to
move the handle 6 between the stowed state and a de-
ployed state as will be described in detail. The drive ar-
rangement 12 is electrically operated and is shown here
largely in schematic form as comprising an electrical
drive unit 14, such as a motor or solenoid, that is operable
to drive a spindle 16 on which the handle 6 is mounted.
It is envisaged that the drive unit 14 may act on the spindle
16 through a suitable worm gear or rack and pinion (not
shown) in order to provide fine positioning control of the
spindle 16 and, thus, of the handle 6. It should be noted
that the drive arrangement 12 depicted here represents
one way in which the handle 6 may be moved angularly
between its stowed and deployed states and that other
ways would be apparent to the skilled person, for exam-
ple the electrically-driven handle deployment mecha-
nisms as described in the applicant’s co-pending patent
applications US2013/0241215 and WO2012/175647.
[0020] In more detail, the handle 6 is an elongate mem-
ber having first and second ends 20, 22. A pivot 24 is
disposed at the first end 22 of the handle 6 and cooper-
ates with the spindle 16 of the drive arrangement 12 in
order to allow the handle 10 to move angularly with re-
spect to the slot 8 between stowed and deployed states.
A strap-type handle loop 26 defined at the second end
20 of the handle is linked to the pivot by an arm 27.
[0021] The handle loop 26 provides a handgrip 28 that
defines the outer surface 10, with end pieces 30, 32 at
opposed ends spacing the handgrip 28 from an inner
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member 34 that is shaped like the handgrip 28 so as to
fill the slot 8 when the handle is deployed, as shown in
Figure 3a.
[0022] The end pieces 30,32 are generally parallel to
each other and are slightly curved in plan view. Together,
the handgrip 28, end pieces 30, 32 and the inner member
34 form an approximate truncated wedge shape, such a
shape again being determined mainly for aesthetic rea-
sons.
[0023] Whereas Figure 2 shows the handle 6 in the
stowed state, Figure 3a shows the handle as deployed,
in which the handgrip 28 has popped out of the slot 8 so
as to stand proud of the surrounding door skin 4. This
reveals the handle loop 26 so that the user can grasp the
handgrip 28 and move the handle 6 angularly against a
bias spring 33 to drive the handle arrangement 2 into an
operative state so as to unlatch the door.
[0024] When grasping the handgrip 28 to pull the han-
dle 4, the user’s fingers and possibly also the thumb can
extend between the handgrip 28 and the inner member
34. Since the loop 26 is open from the top and bottom,
this allows the user to approach the handle 6 with an
overhand or an underhand grip, whichever is more com-
fortable.
[0025] The handle 6 may be driven by the drive ar-
rangement 12 from its stowed state to its deployed state
in response to various events. For example, this move-
ment may be in response to an unlocking signal from a
key authorised to unlock the vehicle or from a proximity
sensor that detects the presence of an authorised key in
the immediate vicinity of the vehicle. Conversely, the han-
dle 6 may be driven from the deployed to the stowed
state in response to a locking signal from a key authorised
to lock the vehicle or from a proximity sensor that deter-
mines that the authorised key has left the immediate vi-
cinity of the vehicle. Alternatively, the handle 4 may toggle
between the stowed and deployed states in response to
different user actions, for example the user may press
and lock/unlock switch (not shown) somewhere in the
vehicle door.
[0026] Once in the deployed state, the handle 6 can
then be pulled to open the door, which involves the user
pivoting the handle 6 further outwardly against spring bi-
as into the operative state, as shown in Figure 3b, which
causes the door to be unlatched thereby allowing it to
open.
[0027] In moving from the deployed to the operative
state, the handle 6 may unlatch the door mechanically
or electrically, such means being generally known in the
art and so are not disclosed here in detail. For example,
to unlatch the door mechanically, the handle 6 may be
provided with a suitable linkage cooperable with a Bow-
den cable that acts on the door latch (not shown) in a
well-known manner. Alternatively, the door handle 6 may
be configured to cooperate with a limit switch such that
in the operative state the limit switch is triggered so as
to send a door opening signal to a body control module
(BCM) of the vehicle which then commands the relevant

door to be unlatched. Such a mechanism is also known
to the skilled person and so is not described in detail here.
[0028] The discussion above has focussed on the
movement of the handle 6 as it transitions from its stowed
state, in which it lies substantially flush with the door skin
4, to the deployed state, in which it is driven by the drive
unit 14 to protrude from the door, whereby the handle 6
is then able to be moved through a further range of move-
ment into the operative state so as to unlatch the door.
Such a handle arrangement 2 has several advantages,
for example its low profile when stowed which helps to
meet legislation governing exterior projections on vehi-
cles and also promotes clean airflow over the door. How-
ever, the fact that the handle arrangement 2 is electrically
driven may be a problem in a power-loss condition, for
example if the battery of the vehicle discharges to an
extent that it can no longer power functions like door
opening. One possibility may be to provide a battery
back-up system in which an auxiliary battery supplies an
emergency power source in the unlikely event of the main
vehicle battery being depleted. However, providing a
back-up power source in this way increases the complex-
ity of the door opening system, presents packaging chal-
lenges, and has an associated cost and weight penalty
thereby making it an unattractive solution.
[0029] To this end, the handle arrangement 2 of this
embodiment of the invention provides an elegant ’back-
up’ or ’secondary’ handle deployment means comprising
a manually actuated mechanism that transitions the han-
dle from its stowed state to the deployed state and which
is separate to and operates independently of the drive
arrangement 12 as the primary deployment means.
[0030] In the illustrated embodiment, the secondary
deployment means comprises a latch mechanism 36 that
is operable between two states: a latched or compressed
state, which corresponds to the stowed position of the
handle 6 and an unlatched or extended state, which cor-
responds to the deployed position of the handle 6. How-
ever, note that the latch mechanism may also be in the
compressed state when the handle 6 is deployed, as will
become clear.
[0031] The latch mechanism 36 can be operated by a
user in circumstances where the drive arrangement 12
is unable to move the handle 6 into the deployed state
and therefore provides a mechanical means for a user
to deploy the handle from the door where the electrical
drive arrangement is unresponsive to deployment com-
mands.
[0032] The latch mechanism is located on the inboard
side of the inner member 34 and extends away from it
so as to be cooperable with a support structure 38 that
is provided by the door. The support structure 38 is shown
schematically as a plain surface in the Figures, but it
should be noted that this could be any suitable structure
or surface against which the latch mechanism 36 can
abut or bear against in order to push the handle into the
deployed position.
[0033] As shown in Figure 2, the handle 6 is stowed
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and in this state the latch mechanism 36 is in contact with
the support structure 38, although it should be noted that
a small gap, envisaged to be in the order of approximately
0.2 to 1.0mm, between the support structure 38 and the
latch mechanism 36 is acceptable, although these di-
mensions are given only by way of example. During nor-
mal operation of the handle 6 between the stowed and
deployed states, as driven by the electrical drive arrange-
ment 12, the latch mechanism 36 remains in the com-
pressed state, as is shown by Figures 3a and 3b. In Figure
3b, therefore, the latch mechanism 36 is still in the com-
pressed state but has moved away from the support
structure 38 with the handle 6.
[0034] In an emergency or backup scenario, however,
as shown in Figures 4a and 4b, the latch mechanism 36
is activated or triggered by pushing the handle 6 inward
so that the outer surface 10 of the handle 6 recesses
slightly from the door skin 4 so that it is under-flush. This
inward push of the handle 6, as indicated by arrow ’F’ in
Figure 4a, activates or releases the latch mechanism 36
that allows it to transition into its extended state, as shown
in Figure 4b. The latch mechanism 36 may therefore also
be considered to be a ’push-push’ or ’push to release’
mechanism, in the sense that it is pushed in order for it
to be unlatched, and then pushed for a second time in
order to re-latch it.
[0035] In transitioning between the compressed and
extended states, the latch mechanism 36 bears against
the support structure 38 and exerts a force on the handle
6 to urge it from the slot 8 and into the deployed position.
Here, it will be noticed that the handle 6 does not protrude
out of the slot 8 as far as the deployed position illustrated
in Figure 3a. This is due to the limited maximum travel
of the latch mechanism 38, although the travel is sufficient
to deploy the handle 6 enough so that a user can grasp
the handgrip 28. As such, the terms ’deployed’ and ’de-
ployed state’ as used herein such be taken to be any
position in which the handle is moved beyond or outboard
of the door skin 4 so that a user can grasp the handle 6.
[0036] The handle is also shown in this ’partially de-
ployed’ position in Figure 5 in a perspective view in which
only a small portion of the door skin 4 is illustrated.
[0037] To reinstate the handle 6 into the stowed state,
the user simply follows the reverse of the procedure de-
scribed above. For instance, the handle 6 is pushed from
the deployed position as illustrated in Figure 4b into the
under-flush position as illustrated in Figure 4a which re-
latches the latch mechanism 36 so that the handle 6 then
remains in the stowed state.
[0038] The skilled person will appreciate that variations
to the specific embodiments discussed above may be
made without departing from the inventive concept as
defined by the claims.

Claims

1. A retractable handle arrangement (2) comprising a

handle (6) movable between stowed, deployed and
operative states, and including first and second de-
ployment mechanisms (12, 36) both of which are op-
erable independently to move the handle (6) from
the stowed state to the deployed state wherein the
first deployment mechanism (12) is electrically actu-
ated, and wherein the second deployment mecha-
nism (36) is a manually actuated two-state latching
mechanism (36) operable between a compressed
state and an extended state;
wherein in transitioning from the compressed state
to the extended state, the latching mechanism (36)
is arranged to bear against a support structure (38)
and exert a force on the handle (6) to urge it into the
deployed state; and
characterised in that the handle (6) comprises a
handle loop (26), the handle loop (26) providing a
handgrip (28) that defines an outer surface (10), with
end pieces (30, 32) at opposed ends spacing the
handgrip (28) from an inner member (34), and the
latching mechanism (36) is located on an inboard
side of the inner member (34) of the handle loop (26)
and extends away from it so as to be cooperable with
the support structure (38).

2. The handle arrangement of claim 1 or claim 2, where-
in the latching mechanism (36) has a latched first
state corresponding to the position of the handle (6)
when in the stowed state of the handle (6).

3. The handle arrangement (2) of claim 1 or claim 2,
wherein the latching mechanism (36) has an un-
latched second state corresponding to the position
of the handle (6) when in the deployed state.

4. The handle arrangement (2) of any preceding claim,
wherein the latching mechanism (36) is unlatched
by an initial movement of the handle (6) in a direction
away from the position of the handle (6) when in the
deployed state, whereafter the latching mechanism
(36) automatically then pushes the handle (6) to-
wards the deployed state.

5. A body component for a vehicle including a retract-
able handle arrangement (2) of any one of claims 1
to 4, the body component comprising a door panel
(4) having an outer surface that defines an aperture
(8) for receiving the handle (6), wherein the handle
(6) is received within the aperture (8).

6. The body component according to claim 5, wherein
the handle (6) has an outer surface which is shaped
to correspond to the aperture (8).

7. The body component according to claim 5 or claim
6, wherein the outer surface of the handle (6) lies
flush with the outer surface of the panel (4) when the
handle (6) is in the stowed state.
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8. The body component according to any one of claims
5 to 7, when depending on claim 4, wherein said
initial movement of the handle (6) comprises moving
the door handle (6) to a position in which it is re-
cessed below the outer surface of the door panel (4)
adjacent the handle (6).

9. A vehicle including the body component of any one
of claims 5 to 8 or the retractable handle arrangement
(2) of any one of claims 1 to 4.

Patentansprüche

1. Einziehbare Griffanordnung (2), die einen Griff (6)
umfasst, der zwischen einem verstauten, einem aus-
gefahrenen und einem betriebsbereiten Zustand be-
wegbar ist und einen ersten und einen zweiten Aus-
fahrmechanismus (12, 36) beinhaltet, die beide un-
abhängig voneinander betrieben werden können,
um den Griff (6) aus dem verstauten Zustand in den
ausgefahrenen Zustand zu bewegen, wobei der ers-
te Ausfahrmechanismus (12) elektrisch betätigt wird,
und wobei der zweite Ausfahrmechanismus (36) ein
manuell betätigter Zwei-Zustand-Verriegelungsme-
chanismus (36) ist, der zwischen einem komprimier-
ten Zustand und einem erstreckten Zustand be-
triebsfähig ist;
wobei bei einem Überleiten von dem komprimierten
Zustand in den erstreckten Zustand der Verriege-
lungsmechanismus (36) angeordnet ist, um gegen
eine Tragstruktur (38) zu drücken und eine Kraft auf
den Griff (6) auszuüben, um ihn in den ausgefahre-
nen Zustand zu drängen; und
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Griff (6) eine
Griffschlaufe (26) umfasst, wobei die Griffschlaufe
(26) einen Handgriff (28), der eine Außenoberfläche
(10) definiert, mit Endstücken (30, 32) an gegenü-
berliegenden Enden bereitstellt, die den Handgriff
(28) von einem inneren Element (34) beabstanden,
und der Verriegelungsmechanismus (36) sich an ei-
ner innenliegenden Seite des inneren Elements (34)
der Griffschlaufe (26) befindet und sich von dieser
weg erstreckt, so dass er mit der Tragstruktur (38)
zusammenwirken kann.

2. Griffanordnung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei der
Verriegelungsmechanismus (36) einen verriegelten
ersten Zustand aufweist, der der Position des Griffs
(6) entspricht, wenn dieser sich in dem verstauten
Zustand des Griffs (6) befindet.

3. Griffanordnung (2) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei
der Verriegelungsmechanismus (36) einen entrie-
gelten zweiten Zustand aufweist, der der Position
des Griffs (6) in dem ausgefahrenen Zustand ent-
spricht.

4. Griffanordnung (2) nach einem vorhergehenden An-
spruch, wobei der Verriegelungsmechanismus (36)
durch eine anfängliche Bewegung des Griffs (6) in
einer Richtung von der Position des Griffs (6) weg,
wenn dieser sich in dem ausgefahrenen Zustand be-
findet, entriegelt wird, wonach der Verriegelungsme-
chanismus (36) dann automatisch den Griff (6) in
den ausgefahrenen Zustand drückt.

5. Karosseriekomponente für ein Fahrzeug, die eine
einziehbare Griffanordnung (2) nach einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 4 beinhaltet, wobei die Karosseriekom-
ponente eine Türplatte (4) umfasst, die eine Außen-
oberfläche aufweist, die eine Öffnung (8) zum Auf-
nehmen des Griffs (6) definiert, wobei der Griff (6)
in der Öffnung (8) aufgenommen ist.

6. Karosseriekomponente nach Anspruch 5, wobei der
Griff (6) eine Außenoberfläche aufweist, die geformt
ist, um der Öffnung (8) zu entsprechen.

7. Karosseriekomponente nach Anspruch 5 oder 6, wo-
bei die Außenoberfläche des Griffs (6) mit der Au-
ßenoberfläche der Platte (4) bündig liegt, wenn sich
der Griff (6) in dem verstauten Zustand befindet.

8. Karosseriekomponente nach einem der Ansprüche
5 bis 7, wenn dies von Anspruch 4 abhängt, wobei
die anfängliche Bewegung des Griffs (6) das Bewe-
gen des Türgriffs (6) in eine Position umfasst, in der
er unter der Außenoberfläche der Türverkleidung (4)
angrenzend an den Griff (6) ausgespart ist.

9. Fahrzeug, das eine Karosseriekomponente nach ei-
nem der Ansprüche 5 bis 8 oder die einziehbare Grif-
fanordnung (2) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4
beinhaltet.

Revendications

1. Agencement de poignée rétractable (2) comprenant
une poignée (6) mobile entre des états replié, dé-
ployé et fonctionnel, et comportant des premier et
second mécanismes de déploiement (12, 36) qui
peuvent tous deux être actionnés indépendamment
pour déplacer la poignée (6) de l’état replié à l’état
déployé, le premier mécanisme de déploiement (12)
étant actionné électriquement, et le second méca-
nisme de déploiement (36) étant un mécanisme de
verrouillage (36) à deux états actionné manuelle-
ment pouvant fonctionner entre un état comprimé et
un état étendu ;
lors du passage de l’état comprimé à l’état étendu,
le mécanisme de verrouillage (36) étant agencé pour
s’appuyer contre une structure de support (38) et
exercer une force sur la poignée (6) pour la pousser
dans l’état déployé ; et

9 10 



EP 3 274 531 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

caractérisé en ce que la poignée (6) comprend une
boucle de poignée (26), la boucle de poignée (26)
fournissant un manche (28) qui définit une surface
extérieure (10), avec des pièces d’extrémité (30, 32)
au niveau d’extrémités opposées espaçant le man-
che (28) d’un élément intérieur (34), et le mécanisme
de verrouillage (36) étant situé sur un côté intérieur
de l’élément intérieur (34) de la boucle de poignée
(26) et s’étendant à distance de celui-ci de manière
à pouvoir coopérer avec la structure de support (38).

2. Agencement de poignée selon la revendication 1 ou
la revendication 2, le mécanisme de verrouillage (36)
ayant un premier état verrouillé correspondant à la
position de la poignée (6) lorsqu’elle est à l’état replié
de la poignée (6).

3. Agencement de poignée (2) selon la revendication
1 ou la revendication 2, le mécanisme de verrouillage
(36) ayant un second état déverrouillé correspon-
dant à la position de la poignée (6) lorsqu’elle est à
l’état déployé.

4. Agencement de poignée (2) selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, le mécanisme de
verrouillage (36) étant déverrouillé par un mouve-
ment initial de la poignée (6) dans une direction
s’éloignant de la position de la poignée (6) lorsqu’elle
est à l’état déployé, après quoi le mécanisme de ver-
rouillage (36) pousse alors automatiquement la poi-
gnée (6) vers l’état déployé.

5. Pièce de carrosserie pour un véhicule comportant
un agencement de poignée rétractable (2) selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4, la pièce
de carrosserie comprenant un panneau de porte (4)
ayant une surface extérieure qui définit une ouver-
ture (8) pour recevoir la poignée (6), la poignée (6)
étant reçue dans l’ouverture (8).

6. Pièce de corps selon la revendication 5, la poignée
(6) ayant une surface extérieure qui est formée pour
correspondre à l’ouverture (8).

7. Pièce de carrosserie selon la revendication 5 ou la
revendication 6, la surface extérieure de la poignée
(6) affleurant la surface extérieure du panneau (4)
lorsque la poignée (6) est à l’état replié.

8. Pièce de carrosserie selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 5 à 7, lorsqu’elle dépend de la reven-
dication 4, ledit mouvement initial de la poignée (6)
comprenant le déplacement de la poignée de porte
(6) à une position dans laquelle elle est en retrait
sous la surface extérieure du panneau de porte (4)
adjacent à la poignée (6).

9. Véhicule comportant la pièce de carrosserie selon

l’une quelconque des revendications 5 à 8 ou agen-
cement de poignée rétractable (2) selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 4.
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